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PART  T. 

FROM  THE  YEAR  1833  TO  THE  YEAR  1837. 
“  Come,  bright  improvement !” 


has  been  thought  expedient,  at  the  present  time,  to  lay  before 
the  public  a  plain  statement,  embodying  the  various  transactions, 
documents,  resolutions,  &c.,  relative  to  the  proposed  “  New  Street 
from  the  Terminus  of  the  Midland  Great  Western  Railway  and 
the  King’s  Inns  to  the  Four  Courts  and  Richmond  Bridge.”  The 
Committee  presents  this  statement  with  the  fullest  assurance  of 
hope  that  the  continuous  stream  of  evidence,  waxing  stronger  and 
stronger  as  it  advanced,  from  the  year  1833  to  the  present  time, 
will  bear  down,  as  it  has  hitherto  done,  all  opposing  interests 
and  prejudices,  if  any  exist,  and  carry  a  strong  conviction  of  the 
paramount  necessity  for  this  improvement  to  every  candid  and 
philanthropic  mind. 

The  Committee  is  enabled  to  prove,  indisputably,  by  the  tes¬ 
timony  of  disinterested  persons  of  all  ranks,  from  the  Repre¬ 
sentative  of  her  Majesty  in  this  country,  down  to  the  humble 
citizen ;  by  the  unanimous  resolution  of  every  public  board 
before  which  it  has  been  mooted,  that,  from  whatever  point 
of  view  it  is  contemplated,  whether  as  a  measure,  socially, 
morally,  and  sanitarily  remedial,  or,  taking  a  lower  view, 
as  a  convenience  to  the  legal,  commercial,  and  trading  classes,  it 
is  an  improvement  of  the  highest  value,  and  second  to  none  ever 
proposed  for  the  benefit  and  embellishment  of  the  City  of  Dublin. 

The  Committee  begs  to  call  attention  to  the  fact,  that  through¬ 
out  these  pages  the  opinions  recorded  are  not  those  of  its  members 
but  of  third  parties,  for  the  collection,  arrangement  and  publication 
of  which  opinions  the  Committee  has  been  but  the  instrument 
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This  improvement,  though  on  a  larger  scale  than  was  after¬ 
wards  deemed  advisable,  appears  to  have  engaged  public  atten¬ 
tion  many  years  ago ;  for,  on  searching  the  files  of 4  Saunders'  News- 
Letter ’,  we  find  it  stated,  in  the  number  of  that  journal  published 
on  the  6th  November,  1833,  that  44  if  this  improvement  were 
effected,  an  open  street  would  traverse  the  city  from  north  to 
south  in  a  continuous  line,  beginning  at  the  Aqueduct,  and  ending 
at  the  Grand  Canal,  through  New-street.  This  plan  had  long 
been  in  the  contemplation  of  Government,  and  the  bridge  at 
Winetavern-street — Richmond  Bridge — it  is  said,  had  been  made 
(1816)  44  in  furtherance  of  this  object,  and  Winetavern-street  itself 
widened  and  improved,  and  Mass-lane,  on  one  side  of  it,  thrown 
down.” 

But  another  and  more  powerful  and,  perhapss,  elfish  motive 
than  either  the  adornment  of  the  metropolis  or  trading  conveni¬ 
ence,  began  to  operate  in  men’s  minds  in  favor  of  the  New  Street, 
namely,  the  desire  of  self-preservation.  In  1832  the  Asiatic 
Cholera,  in  its  inflexible  march  from  east  to  west,  for  the  first  time 
visited  our  shores,  and  raged  virulently  in  Dublin  for  several 
months. 

In  obedience  to  the  natural  laws,  which  render  unwholesome 
food,  intemperance,  over-crowded  dwellings,  bad  sewerage,  filth 
and  foul  air  the  mightiest  agents  of  pestilence,  this  deadly  scourge 
of  the  human  race  established  its  head  quarters  in  this  district, 
where  all  those  evils  existed  in  an  aggravated  form,  and  through, 
the  heart  of  which  it  had  been  proposed  to  run  the  New  Street. 
Then,  at  length,  public  attention  was  aroused  to  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  locality,  and,  in  pursuance  of  a  requisition, 
most  respectably  signed,  for  a  meeting  44  to  consider  the  best 
means  of  abating  the  numerous  nuisances  in  this  impoverished 
and  neglected  parish,  which  is  now  the  most  pestilential  part  of. 
the  city,”  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Mayor  convened  a  public 
meeting.* 

We  find  by  a  letter — 25th  October,  1833 — of  Patrick  O’Hig¬ 
gins,  Esq.,  the  active  and  intelligent  secretary  to  the  meeting, 


Requisition  dated  22nd  October,  1833. 
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addressed  to  the  Lord  Mayor,  that  “  the  dangerous,  dilapidated, 
and  unwholesome  state  of  the  district  rendered  it  absolutely  neces¬ 
sary  to  proceed  with  as  little  delay  as  possible .” 

In  answer  to  a  letter — October  29,  1833 — setting  forth  the 
various  urgent  reasons  for  a  new  thoroughfare,  and  its  advantages 
to  the  legal  profession,  and  requesting  the  signatures  of  the 
Benchers,  as  a  body  interested,  to  the  requisition  for  the  meeting, 
it  was  stated  by  Mr.  Henry  Sandes — under  date  November  2, 
1853 — that  though  the  Benchers  “  individually  approve  of  the 
measure ,  they  could  not,  with  propriety,  express  any  opinion 
upon  the  accompanying  requisition  as  a  body.” 

Mr.  Edward  S.  Ruthven,  M.P.  for  the  city,  wrote — Oct.  31, 
1833 — “  it  is  an  improvement  much  wanted  indeed,  .  .  .  as  it 

wrould  be  of  material  service  to  the  property  of  that  part  of  the 
city,  rather  than  tend  to  the  injury  of  that  of  any  individual 
whatever,”  and  he  offered  his  cordial  support. 

A  large  and  influential  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Dublin  was 
held  in  the  Court-house,  Halston-street,  on  Tuesday,  the  5th  day 
of  November,  1853,  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  GEORGE  WHITEFORD, 
Lord  Mayor,  being  in  the  chair,  and  the  following  resolutions  were 
unanimously  adopted : — 

“  RESOLVED — That  Mr.  Patrick  O’Higgins  do  act  as  Secretary. 

“  RESOLVED — That  the  dilapidated  state  of  a  great  number  of 
the  houses  on  the  leading  thoroughfares  between  Richmond  Bridge 
and  the  Temple,  renders  them  dangerous  to  the  public ;  and  that, 
owing  to  the  extreme  narrowness  of  the  lanes,  the  numerous 
entries,  dirty  passages,  and  confined  slaughter-houses  with  which 
the  district  abounds,  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  keep  it  in  a 
state  of  cleanliness,  the  consequence  of  which  is,  the  accumulation 
of  putrid  matter,  from  which  a  continual  evaporation  of  foul,  un¬ 
wholesome  effluvia  emanates,  particularly  in  warm  weather,  which 
contaminates  the  atmosphere,  thereby  spreading  contagion  to  other 
parts  of  the  city. 

“  That  the  Officers  of  Health  of  St.  Michan’s  Parish  have 
tried  every  means  which  the  laws  allow  to  enforce  cleanliness  in 
the  district,  all  of  which  have  proved  ineffectual  in  consequence 
of  the  extreme  wretchedness  of  the  occupiers  of  the  several  tene¬ 
ments  therein,  and  the  utter  impossibility  of  leaching  the  owners 
of  these  premises  by  any  legal  means. 
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u  RESOLVED — That  the  most  dangerous  consequences  are  to 
he  apprehended  in  the  event  of  cholera  or  any  other  epidemic  or 
contagious  disease  making  its  appearance  amongst  us  during  the 
ensuing  spring  and  summer,  should  this  district  be  permitted  to 
remain  in  its  present  state. 

“  RESOLVED — That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  that  the 
only  safe,  effectual,  and  least  expensive  mode  of  abating  these 
nuisances,  is  by  opening  a  wide  street  from  the  Temple  to  the 
Quays,  in  a  direct  line  through  that  district,  thereby  removing 
not  only  the  immediate  source  of  contagion,  but  also  opening  a 
spacious  communication  between  the  north  and  south  divisions  of 
the  city,  extending  in  a  right  line  from  the  Aqueduct  at  Consti¬ 
tution-hill  to  Portobelio. 

“  RESOLVED — That  wTe  are,  unanimously,  of  opinion  that  the 
several  improvements  now  making,  and  the  other  improvements 
about  to  be  made,  ought  to  be  only  a  secondary  consideration 
until  a  wide  street  from  the  Temple  to  the  Quays  be  first  com¬ 
pleted,  the  latter  being  a  work  of  paramount  necessity,  whilst  the 
former  is  merely  for  the  purpose  of  beautifying  and  adorning  the 
city. 

“ RESOLVED — That  in  consequence  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Wide  Streets  having  stated  that  they  have  no  funds  at  their  dis¬ 
posal  for  improving  the  City  of  Dublin,  an  application  be  made  to 
his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  for  an  advance  of  money  out 
of  the  produce  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  or  out  of  the  fund  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Board  of  Works,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
wide  street  from  the  Temple  to  the  Quays,  and  that  the  repayment 
of  such  advance  be  secured  by  a  mortgage  on  the  New  Street,  or 
by  instalments  out  of  the  Wide  Street  Tax,  or  by  Grand  Jury 
presentment. 

“  RESOLVED — That  a  Committee  of  twenty-one  be  now  ap¬ 
pointed,  (and  that  seven  form  a  quorum)  to  prepare  a  petition  to 
his  Excellency  upon  the  subject  of  the  foregoing  resolutions,  and 
that  said  Committee  be  and  is  hereby  deputed  to  wait  upon  his 
Excellency  with  the  Petition,  and  that  the  Committee  do  report 
to  a  general  meeting  of  the  citizens,  to  be  held  in  the  Royal  Ex¬ 
change,  as  soon  as  possible,  after  having  received  his  Excellency’s 
answer.” 


The  remaining  resolution  constituted  the  Committee,  and  from 
the  minutes  we  collect  that  the  Lord  Mayor,  the  City  Members, 
— Messrs.  E.  S.  Ruthven  and  Daniel  O’Connell — and  Mr.  E.  Ruth- 
ven,  M.P.  for  Kildare,  the  High  Sheriffs,  Churchwardens,  and 
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many  influential  and  wealthy  citizens  took  active  parts  in  its  pro¬ 
ceedings.  The  Committee  procured  from  Messrs.  Sherrard  a  Map 
of  the  New  Street,  prepared  by  that  eminent  firm. 

After  numerous  meetings  held  at  the  Mansion-house,  the  Com¬ 
mittee  finally  adopted  the  following  Petition,  as  revised  by  Mr. 
O’Connell:— 


“  To  his  Excellency  the  Most  Noble  Kichard,  Marquis  Wellesley, 
Lord  Lieutenant-General  and  General  Governor  of  Ireland, 

“  The  Petition  of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Mayor ,  the  High  She¬ 
riffs,  and  Citizens  of  the  City  of  Dublin ,  and  more  particularly 
the  Churchwardens ,  Officers  of  Health ,  Medical  Inspectors ,  and 
Parishioners  of  St.  Michans, 

u  SHEWETH — That  the  Benchers  of  the  Honorable  Society  of 
King’s  Inns  are  the  proprietors  of  a  very  extensive  and  valuable 
plot  of  ground,  situate  between  Henrietta-street  and  Constitution- 
hill,  whereon  they  have  built  the  Temple,  and  to  that  build¬ 
ing  has  been  added  the  public  office  for  registering  the  deeds 
of  the  kingdom,  as  also  the  Prerogative  and  Consistorial  Courts, 
the  Court  for  Taxing  Law  Costs,  and  the  Public  Library  of  the 
King’s  Inns,  with  all  which  important  offices  there  is  a  constant 
communication  by  the  practitioners  and  suitors  in  the  Law  and 
Equity  Courts  on  the  King’s  Inn’s-quay,  and  by  a  circuitous  and 
very  inconvenient  route  through  Capel-street. 

“  That  it  has  been  for  years  in  contemplation  to  open  a  street 
in  a  direct  line  from  the  front  of  the  Temple  at  Constitution-hill, 
to  Chancery-place,  facing  Kichmond  Bridge,  and  immediately  ad¬ 
joining  the  Four  Courts,  whereby  there  would  also  be  a  short  and 
free  communication  with  the  Linen-Hall,  to  which  there  is  no 
leading  street. 

“  Your  Petitioners  respectfully  show,  that  these  most  im¬ 
portant  objects  have  been  hitherto  prevented  by  the  expense 
attendant  on  the  removal  of  the  mass  of  buildings  which  in¬ 
tervened,  but  now  falling  rapidly  into  decay,  have  become  the 
abode  of  misery  and  wretchedness,  wherein  disease  is  engen¬ 
dered  and  contagion  spread  to  other  parts  of  the  city. 

“  That  during  the  prevalence  of  Cholera,  the  inhabitants  of 
this  district  were  the  peculiar  victims  of  that  fatal  disease. 

“That  the  most  dangerous  consequences  are  to  be  apprehended 
in  the  event  of  cholera,  or  any  other  epidemic  or  contagious  dis- 
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ease  visiting  us  ^during  the  ensuing  spring  and  summer,  should 
this  district  be  permitted  to  remain  in  its  present  state. 

“  That  in  addition  to  the  foregoing  misfortunes,  all  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  on  the  line  from  the  Linen-Hall  to  the  Four  Courts, 
abounds  in  slaughter-houses,  where  the  stagnant  blood  accumu¬ 
lates,  becomes  putrid,  and  emits  the  most  noxious  and  unwhole¬ 
some  effluvia,  in  consequence  of  which  it  has  been  found  that, 
with  the  utmost  exertion  it  is  impossible  to  preserve  the  clean¬ 
liness  considered  indispensible  by  the  officers  of  the  Board  of 
Health ;  and  independent  of  these  calamities,  it  is  the  concurrent 
opinion  of  the  magistrates  of  the  city,  that  this  district  has  to  a 
great  extent  become  the  hot-bed  and  receptacle  of  all  the  vices 
of  the  metropolis,  where  every  description  of  iniquity  is  nurtured 
encouraged  and  supported  to  an  excess  which  renders  it  unsafe  to 
passengers. 

“  That  for  the  purchase  of  all  the  premises  hereinbefore  descri¬ 
bed,  it  is  reasonably  believed  that  the  sum  of  £80,000*  would 
suffice,  which  would  accomplish  all  the  objects  your  Petitioners 
have  in  view,  combining  therewith  the  desire  of  the  Benchers, 
that  the  legal  business  of  the  kingdom  should  be  facilitated  to  the 
manifest  interest  and  advantage  of  the  public  at  large. 

“  May  it  therefore  please  your  Excellency,  to  extend  you? 
patronage  to  the  Petitioners  in  aid  and  support  of  a  work  ack¬ 
nowledged  to  be  of  so  much  national  utility. 

“  The  Petitioners  most  respectfully  solicit  your  Excellency’s 
permission  to  call  the  New  Street  “  Wellesley-street,”  and  they 
will,  as  in  duty  bound,  ever  pray.” 

Signed  by  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Lord  Mayor,  on  behalf  of  the 
Petitioners. 

The  Lord  Lieutenant  requested  through  the  Chief  Secretary, 
the  Bight  Hon,  E.  J.  Littleton,  (now  Lord  Hatherton,)  fuller  de¬ 
tails  in  writing  respecting  the  proposed  arrangements,  especially 
as  regarded  the  means  by  which  it  appears  practicable  to  accom¬ 
plish  the  execution  of  the  plan,  and  stated — “  that  when  H.  E. 
had  time  to  consider  the  additional  information,  with  which  you 
may  be  able  to  furnish  him,  H.  E.  will  be  happy  to  receive  your 
Lordship,  &c.,  &c.”  [Letter  6th  December,  1833.] 

The  letter  of  the  Lord  Mayor  in  reply,  fully  explains  the 

*  The  sum  necessary,  as  will  hereafter  appear,  has  been  materially  re¬ 
duced. 
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views  of  the  promoters.  It  is  dated  from  the  Mansion-house, 
30th  December,  1833. 

. “  His  Excellency  is  already  apprized  that 

the  object  at  which  we  aim  is  to  open  a  New  Street  for  the 
double  purpose  of  clearing  away  several  piles  of  miserable  and 
dilapidated  buildings,  which  are  a  public  nuisance  in  this  part  of 
the  city,  and  of  opening — what  does  not  now  exist — a  direct  and 
free  communication  between  the  Four  Courts,  the  Linen-Hall, 
and  the  King’s  Inns. 

. “It  is  proposed,  considering  that  the  new 

thoroughfare  would  become  the  great  outlet  to  the  county  of 
Meath,  and  the  North-western  road,  to  make  the  street  70  feet 
wide  from  house  to  house.*  To  afford  the  opportunity  of  build¬ 
ing  good  houses,  it  is  proposed  to  include  in  the  purchase  of 
the  ground  for  the  street,  120  feet  in  depth  at  each  side.  The 
mean  description  and  dilapidated  state  of  the  buildings,  which 
now  occupy  a  great  portion  of  the  ground,  make  the  probable 
cost  of  purchase,  according  to  a  careful  valuation,  not  more 
than  £80,000;  the  purchase  will  include  a  frontage  to  the 
street  of  about  5000  feet,  the  rent  of  which  will  go  to  defray  the 
cost  of  the  improvement.  Twenty  shillings  per  foot  per  annum, 
is  a  low  estimate  for  this  rent,  and  the  revenue  hence  derived, 
will,  therefore,  be  about  £5000  per  annum. 

“  The  interest  of  £80,000,  which  we  propose  to  borrow  from 
the  Government,  and  which  we  consider  sufficient  to  effect  the 
improvement  will  be,  at  £4  per  cent.  £3,200  per  annum,  and 
thus  there  will  remain  a  balance  of  £1,800  per  year,  with  the  ac¬ 
cumulation  resulting  from  the  gradual  diminution  of  the  interest 
payable,  to  be  applied  to  the  purpose  of  paying  off  the  principal. 
It  thus  appears  that  the  revenue,  derived  from  the  New  Street, 
will  afford  in  itself  a  sufficient  fund  for  repaying  the  whole  cost 
of  the  improvement,  without  the  necessity  of  having  recourse  to 
Grand  Jury  assessment,  or  the  4  Wide  Street  Tax,’  both  of  which, 
however,  are  held  to  be  legitimate  sources  for  the  necessary  ex¬ 
penditure  on  improvements  of  much  less  obvious  and  less  general 
utility  than  that  under  consideration.  If  an  earlier  repayment  of 
the  sum  borrowed  should  be  desirable,  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion 
of  the  Committee,  that  the  ground  would  be  built  upon  in  two 
years,  and  the  fee- simple  of  the  ground-rents  would  sell  for  20 
years  purchase,  which  would  amount  to  £20,000  over  the  sum 
borrowed  from  the  Government.  The  Committee  trusts  that  this 

*  The  necessity  is  now  far  stronger,  since  the  Midland  Great  Western 
Railway  has  been  formed _ J.  N. 
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will  be  sufficiently  clear  and  satisfactory  to  his  Excellency,  and 
will  be  happy  to  have  the  honour  of  submitting  the  proofs 
of  its  accuracy,  whenever  it  shall  please  his  Excellency  to  ap¬ 
point  a  day  to  receive  the  deputation. 

“  I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

“  George  Whiteford. 

“  To  the  Right  Hon.  E.  J.  Littleton, 

“  Dublin  Castle.” 

[If  £80,000  were  at  that  time  an  ample  fund,  how  much  less 
a  sum  will  now  be  sufficient,  when  the  lapse  of  20  years  has  in¬ 
creased  the  ruinous  condition  of 4  the  mean  and  dilapidated  build- 
mgs.’] 

The  deputation  having,  by  appointment,  assembled  at  the 
Castle,  were  introduced  to  his  Excellency,  when  “ he  expressed 
his  most  decided  approbation  of  the  proposed  improvement ,  and 
recommended  the  measure  in  the  strongest  terms  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Board  of  Works,  the  principal  officers  of  which  were 
present  upon  the  occasion ,”  and,  subsequently,  his  Excellency 
forwarded  his  written  answer,  as  follows : — 


“  Dublin  Castle,  Jan.  28th  1834. 

u  SlR — I  am  commanded  by  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieu¬ 
tenant  to  inform  you,  that,  when  the  deputation  waited  on  him 
on  Monday,  the  13th  instant,  he  expressed  to  them  in  the 
strongest  terms  his  approbation  of  the  object  which  the  peti¬ 
tioners  have  in  view.  His  Excellency  stated  that  he  had  no 
funds  at  his  disposal,  except  those  under  the  special  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  Board  of  Works,  by  authority  of  an  Act  of 
Parliament,  but  that  he  would  recommend  the  plan  for  the  New 
Street  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  Board  of  Works ,  the 
principal  officers  of  that  board  being  in  his  Excellency’s  presence 
at  the  time,  and  they  intimated  their  readiness  to  attend  to  any 
communication  which  the  deputation  might  make  to  them  on  the 
subject.  The  Board  of  Works  has  not,  as  yet,  received  any  commu¬ 
nication  from  the  deputation,  but  is  ready  to  attend  to  the  matter 
whenever  it  may  be  laid  before  the  board. 

u  His  Excellency  has  expressed  to  the  Board  his  decided  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  proposed  work ,  and  trusts  that  the  city  will  be  enabled 
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to  carry  it  into  effect ,  under  the  regulations  prescribed  by  Par¬ 
liament. 

“  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

“Your  faithful  servant, 

“Alfred  Montgomery, 

“Private  Secretary. 

“Patrick  O’Higgins,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c. 

“14,  North  Anne-street.” 

The  value  of  his  Excellency’s  approval  is  greatly  enhanced, 
as  it  was  made  advisedly,  and  as  conveying  the  opinion  of  the 
Government,  grounded  on  the  full  statement  of  the  case  trans¬ 
mitted  as  aforesaid.  If  he  recommended  the  New  Street,  then,  at  so 
large  a  cost,  ought  we  not  to  press  its  claims,  now  so  much  stronger, 
on  public  attention,  when  it  can  be  effected  for  perhaps  less  than 
half  that  cost,  and  when  the  numerous  evils  it  would  tend  to  remedy 
still  exist  in  undiminished  vigour,  and  when  the  advantages  it 
then  offered  may  now  be  secured,  and  when  additional  claims 
for  its  formation  have  since  arisen,  and  which  will  in  all  proba¬ 
bility  increase. 

The  Viceroy’s  approval  being  thus  secured,  it  was  determined 
to  obtain  an  Act  of  Parliament.  A  deputation  from  the  Commit¬ 
tee,  consisting  of  the  Lord  Mayor  and  other  gentlemen,  had  an 
interview  with  the  Board  of  Public  Works.  Col.  Burgoyne,  the 
Chairman  of  that  body,  stated  in  a  letter,  30th  January,  1834,  that 
“the  Commissioners  will  give  that  immediate  and  deliberate  consi¬ 
deration  to  the  proposition,  that  the  express  desire  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  and  the  acknowledged  merits  of  the  case  demand .” 
He  requested  an  estimate  of  the  cost,  and  of  the  means  of  re¬ 
payment  for  the  loan,  which  was,  with  a  map,  furnished. 
The  estimate  of  the  property  to  be  purchased,  was  grounded  on 
the  New  Valuation  of  Dublin,  made  by  Parliamentary  Commis¬ 
sioners,  under  the  Act  5th  Geo.  IV.  cap.  118,  in  February,  1830, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed  by  the  House  of  Commons. 

\  The  next  letter  we  subjoin  is  one  from  the  Office  of  Public 
Works : — 

“  5th  February,  1834. 

“  My  Lord — I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Lordship  that 
the  Cc  mmissioncrs  of  Public  Works  have  had  under  their  conside- 
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ration  the  proposition  for  opening  a  wide  street  between  Elch¬ 
in  ond  Bridge  and  Constitution  Hill,  and  they  are  fully  persuaded 
of  the  great  benefit  which  the  city  would  derive  from  such  an 
undertaking  as  well  in  regard  to  health  as  to  public  convenience. 

With  this  view  the  Commissioners  will  be  happy  to  forward 
the  measure  to  the  utmost  of  the  power  given  them  by  the  Act  of 
Parliament  for  the  promotion  of  Public  Works. 

The  extent  of  the  project,  as  now  laid  before  them,  is  under¬ 
stood  to  embrace  the  opening  of  so  much  of  the  line  as  lies 
between  Eichmond  Bridge  and  the  Linen-Hall,  and  the  sum  re¬ 
quired  by  the  estimates,  for  the  purchase  of  premises  and  land 
&c.,  has  been  stated  at  £80,000. 

“  Since  the  interview^  which  the  Board  had  with  your  Lordship 
and  the  deputation,  they  have  been  given  to  understand  that 
there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  precise  direction  that  the 
New  Street  should  take,  the  general  principle,  howrever,  being 
approved ;  and  presuming,  that  such  previous  researches  would  be 
made  before  the  execution  of  so  extensive  an  operation,  as  to 
secure  the  best  selection  of  plans,  the  only  question  to  be  settled 
to  enable  them  to  recommend  to  the  Treasury  an  advance  of 
Public  money  for  the  object,  is  that  of  security. 

“  The  gentlemen  who  promote  the  undertaking,  have  put  for¬ 
ward  calculations  by  which  it  would  appear  that  the  whole  ex¬ 
pense  attendant  upon  it  would  be  amply  repaid  by  the  sale  of  the 
ground  on  building  leases.  The  Commissioners  do  not,  however, 
feel  the  same  confidence  in  such  a  result,  and  are  sensible  that  the 
Treasury  would  not  sanction  the  appropriation  of  the  particular 
fund  allotted  by  the  Act  1  and  2  W.  IV.,  cap.  33,  to  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  Public  Works  in  Ireland,  to  this  purpose  without  certain 
security  of  the  repayment. 

“  The  work  is  one  to  which  the  city  generally  may  be  reason¬ 
ably  expected  to  contribute,  and  if  a  guarantee  could  be  obtain¬ 
ed  by  a  provision  of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  which,  under  any 
circumstances,  will  be  necessary,  that  any  deficiency  that  may 
possibly  arise  in  the  return  by  the  sale  of  the  frontage,  in  the  new 
street,  should  be  made  good,  by  presentment  of  the  Grand  Jury, 
the  Commissioners  would  hope  that  there  would  be  no  difficulty 
in  obtaining  a  loan  for  the  purpose. 

“  The  responsibility  of  the  city  by  such  terms  ought  not  to 
be  considered  as  very  great,  since  the  gentlemen  who  have  taken 
up  the  matter,  and  who  must  be  good  judges,  have  so  much  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  result. 

“  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.,  &c., 

“  LIenry  E.  Paine,  Sec. 

“  The  Eight  Hon.  the  Lord  Mayor,  &c.” 
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The  reply  to  this  communication,  dated  12tli  February,  1834, 
states  that  the  Board  of  Works  had  been  misinformed  as  to  the 
fact  of  there  then  being  a  difference  of  opinion  in  the  Commit¬ 
tee  with  respect  to  the  particular  line  of  street  to  be  adopted, 
and  that,  although  there  were  three  suggested  lines,  marked 
on  the  map  sent  to  Colonel  Burgoyne,  yet  the  estimate  was  con¬ 
versant  with  that  one  of  them  which  was  least  costly,  “  and 
which  would  most  effectually  remove  the  nuisances  so  justly  com¬ 
plained  of.”  This  was  the  line  afterwards  laid  down  by  the  Act 
of  Parliament  The  result  of  the  Estimate  sent,  and  which  we 
eontrast  with  one  recently  made,  was  as  follows : — 


Streets. 

No.  of 
Houses 
to  be 
purcha¬ 
sed. 

Total  Value  of 
each  Street, 
according  to 
Government 
Valuation  of  1830. 

Total  Value 
according  to 
Poor  Law 
Valuation  of  1852. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Lisburn-street,  from  Linen-Hall- street 

to 

Coleraine-street 

... 

4 

126 

0 

0 

43 

0 

0 

Linen-Hall-street,  west 

... 

7 

395 

0 

0 

107 

0 

0 

King’s-Inns-street,  west  of  Linen-Hall-st. 

2 

87 

0 

0 

23 

10 

0 

King-  street,  west  of  Anne-street 

2 

65 

0 

0 

32 

0 

0 

North- Anne-street,  west 

15 

696 

0 

0 

288 

0 

0 

Cuckoo-lane 

2 

45 

0 

0 

22 

0 

0 

George’s-hill,  west 

10 

204 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

Fisher’s-lane,  west 

19 

454 

0 

0 

179 

0 

0 

Pill -lane,  west  of  Fisher’s  lane  ... 

4 

200 

0 

0 

65 

0 

0 

Pill-lane,  w^est  of  Charles-street 

5 

215 

0 

0 

62 

0 

0 

Charles-street  to  Mountrath  street 

7 

246 

0 

0 

113 

0 

0 

Mountrath-street  from  Charles-street 

10 

222 

0 

0 

206 

0 

0 

Inn’s-quay 

1 

100 

0 

0 

63 

0 

0 

Chancery-place 

5 

94 

0 

0 

53 

0 

0 

Bull-lane,  east  side 

17 

257 

0 

0 

61 

10 

0 

Bull-lane,  west  side 

10 

192 

0 

0 

28 

0 

0 

Mary’s-lane,  from  George’s-hill,  Clarke’s- 

8 

179 

0 

0 

64 

10 

0 

court 

From  Bull-lane  to  Fisher ’s-lane  ... 

6 

162 

0 

0 

61 

0 

0 

Western  Wing  of  Linen-Hall  belongs 

to 

Government 

136 

3939 

0 

0 

1596  10 

0 

Total,  at  say  20  years’  purchase 

... 

78780 

0 

0 

31930 

0 

0 

The  above  comparative  table  shows  the  great  depreciation 
which  has  taken  place  in  the  value  of  the  property  in  the 
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district.  The  Poor-law  valuation  is  taken  from  Thom’s  valuable 
“  Irish  Almanac  and  Official  Directory.” 

The  records  of  the  proceedings,  for  some  time  after  this,  are 
merely  notices  of  meetings  of  the  Committee  preparatory  to  the 
application  to  Parliament  for  a  bill  to  enable  the  street  to  be 
made. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee,  held  on  the  21st  January, 
1836,  in  the  Lord  Chancellor’s  Chamber,  Mr.  Owen,  the  Surveyor 
of  the  Board  of  Works,  submitted  a  plan  of  two  lines  of  street 
accompanied  by  the  following  report : — 


“  12,  Cumberland-street,  2d  March,  1835. 

“  SlR — In  pursuance  of  the  directions  of  the  Committee,  we 
have  prepared  a  plan  showing  the  proposed  new  streets  from 
Richmond  Bridge  to  Constitution  Hill,  the  completion  of  which 
has  been  delayed  to  the  present  time,  until  the  proposed  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  rere  of  the  Four  Courts  should  be  decided  upon.  As 
this  measure  may  be  considered  as  approved,  the  pfoject  may  now 
be  taken  into  consideration  by  the  Committee  with  advantage. 

“  Our  attention  was  directed  to  two  lines  of  streets,  one  lead¬ 
ing  in  a  direct  course  from  Richmond  Bridge  through  Bull-lane 
and  North  Anne-street,  terminating  in  nearly  the  centre  of  the 
Linen-Hall,  where  it  diverges  to  the  westward  to  form  a  junction 
with  Coleraine-street. 

“  The  second  line  commences  at  Mountrath-street,  passing 
along  Greek-street  and  Beresford- street,  at  the  north  end  of  which 
it  communicates  with  Coleraine-street,  at  the  same  point  with  the 
North  Anne-street  line. 

“  This  line,  from  the  irregularity  occasioned  by  those  parts  of 
the  street  which  will  remain,  is  not  so  handsome  a  project  as  that 
proceeding  in  a  direct  line  through  North  Anne-street,  but  it  will 
be  obtained  at  a  much  less  expense,  and  will  form  a  more  direct 
communication  between  Constitution-Hill  and  the  Law  Courts, 
and,  under  all  the  circumstances,  appears  to  us  the  most  eligible 
for  adoption. 

“  The  accompanying  Estimate  will  show  the  probable  cost  of 
the  two  lines,  viz. — for  the  North  Anne-street  line,  £89,067.  8s.; 
for  the  Greek-street  line,  £64,423.  Os.  10d.,  making  a  balance  in 
favour  of  the  latter  of  £24,644.  7s.  2d. 

“  It  is  proper  to  observe  that  the  North  Anne-street  line  will 
open  a  comrmmication  through  some  of  the  most  wretched  abodes 
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in  the  city,  and  will,  in  this  respect,  be  of  great  advantage ;  but 
it  is  not  unreasonable  to  conclude  that  considerable  improvement 
in  the  whole  of  the  neighbourhood  will  take  place  whatever  line 
shall  be  adopted. 

“  The  sale  of  the  frontage  on  the  line  of  the  New  Street,  “  from 
the  increased  value  of  the  property,  will,  very  probably,  produce 
a  return  for  a  considerable  portion  of  the  outlay ;  and,  we  appre¬ 
hend,  it  will  only  be  necessary  to  obtain  the  security  of  the  Grand 
Jury  presentments  to  secure  the  repayment  of  any  deficiency  that 
may  arise,  to  enable  the  Commissioners  to  obtain  from  Govern¬ 
ment  the  loan  necessary  for  carrying  into  effect  the  project  which 
promises  such  important  advantages  to  that  part  of  the  city. 

“  We  are,  Sir,  &c.,  &c., 

“  Jacob  Owen  and  Son. 

“  Patrick  O’Higgins,  Esq.’’ 

Mr.  Foster,  one  of  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer,  suggested  at 
the  meeting  that  it  would  be  more  prudent  to  advertise  both  lines 
of  street,  but  after  several  meetings  of  the  Committee,  at  which 
much  discussion  and  deliberation  took  place  as  to  the  comparative 
merits  of  the  two  lines,  it  was  finally  resolved,  4th  January,  1836, 
that  the  North  Anne-street  line  was  the  proper  one,  “  as  being 
in  strict  accordance  with  the  intentions  and  resolutions  of  the 
Public  Meeting,”  and  as  being  best  calculated  to  abate  those 
nuisances  which  are  the  seat  and  source  of  contagious  disease 
and  for  the  formation  of  this  line  of  street  the  Act  of  Parliament 
was  afterwards  obtained. 

It  may  be  as  well,  in  closing  our  notice  of  the  transactions  of 
this  Committee,  to  mention,  as  showing  its  constitution,  a  “  self- 
denying  ordinance”  passed  on  the  24th  February,  1834,  uThat, 
in  order  to  preserve  the  Committee  from  any  appearance  of  perso¬ 
nal  or  private  interest,  any  member  whose  property  is  likely  to  be 
interfered  with  by  the  New  Street  shall  not  hereafter  be  a  member 
of  this  Committee. 

(Signed)  GEORGE  WhitefoRD.” 

This  resolution  was  strictly  adhered  to. 


PART  II. 


PROM  THE  YEAR  1837  TO  THE  YEAR  1852. 


“  Multa  cadunt  inter  calicem  supremaque  labra.” 


The  labours  of  the  Committee  were,  so  far,  crowned  with  success 
when,  after  great  and  anxious  exertions  on  the  part  of  the  pro¬ 
moters,  the  Act  1  Vic.  cap.  CXXVII.  received,  the  Royal  assent, 
on  the  15th  July,  1837.  It  is  entituled  “  An  Act  to  extend,  alter, 
and  enlarge  the  powers  of  several  Acts  for  enabling  the  Commis¬ 
sioners  of  Wide  Streets  in  Dublin  to  widen  and  improve  certain 
ways,  streets,  and  passages  in  the  said  city,  and  county  of  Dublin, 
and  for  raising  further  funds  to  enable  the  said  Commissioners  to 
carry  the  same  into  execution.”  Under  its  provisions  great  and  va¬ 
luable  improvements  have  been  effected  in  Grafton,  Dame,  Nassau, 
and  Ship  streets,  in  Pill-lane,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Royal  Barracks, 
and  in  other  parts  of  the  city.  In  addition  to  those  improvements 
thus  happily  effected,  it  contemplated  others,  and  amongst  them  the 
one  with  which  we  are  now  dealing — “  to  open  a  new  line  of 
street  in  a  direct  line  from  Richmond  Bridge  to  the  King’s  Inns, 
by  the  removal  of  the  house  No.  3  Inns-quay,  and  all  such  houses, 
yards,  buildings,  and  premises  as  are  situate  on  the  east  side  of 
Chancery-place,  west  side  of  Charles-street,  east  side  of  Mount- 
rath-street,  north  and  south  sides  of  Pill-lane,  east  and  west  sides 
of  Fisher’s-lane,  and  of  Bull-lane,  north  and  south  sides  of  Mary’s- 
lane,  west  side  George’s-hill,  west  side  of  Anne-street,  and  of 
Linen-Hall-street,  north  and  south  sides  of  King-street,  of  Lisburn- 
street,  of  Ball’s-lane,  and  of  Cuckoo-lane,  and  east  side  of  Coleraine- 
street,  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  purpose.” 
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The  powers  of  the  Commisssioners  for  the  purchasing,  &c.,  of 
houses,  &c.,  were  limited  to  the  period  of  four  years  from  the 
passing  of  the  Act,  and  the  Grand  Juries  were  to  present  the 
amount  of  expenses  of  carrying  the  said  Act  into  execution. 

Some  of  the  houses,  the  removal  of  which  were  contemplated 
by  the  Act,  have  since,  been  removed  to  make  room  for  the  new 
offices  of  the  Four  Courts;  and  consequently,  fewer  remain  to  be 
now  taken  down. 

Although  the  opponents  to  the  line  of  street,  as  afterwards 
laid  down  in  the  Act  of  Parliament  offered  at  this  time,  vigorous 
opposition  to  it,  and  proposed  another  line,  running  more  to  the 
westward — called  “  the  Beresford-street  line,” — yet,  on  exami¬ 
nation  before  “  the  Leinster  Committee,”  the  opposition  line  was, 
unanimously  rejected,  (although  supported  by  the  arguments 
of  able  counsel)  for  the  four  following  reasons,  among  others : — - 
firstly ,  because  it — the  Beresford-street  line — left  the  great  nuis¬ 
ances,  the  removal  of  which  was  sought  as  a  primary  object  of 
the  New  Street,  unremedied. 

[This  reason  had,  at  that  time,  great  weight  with  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  it  being  proved  that,  during  the  prevalence  of  cholera  in 
1832-3,  there  were  no  fewer  than  ninety  deaths  per  week  in  one 
small  locality  of  the  district,  around  which  a  “  cordon”  had  to  be 
drawn  during  the  continuance  of  the  pestilence.] 

Secondly .  The  Beresford-street  line  did  not  come  straight  to 
the  bridge,  but  was  crooked  at  both  ends,  which  would  have  des¬ 
troyed  the  handsome  appearance  of  the  thoroughfare. 

Thirdly .  It  would  cost  considerably  more  in  its  formation  than 
the  direct  line  of  street,  and 

Fourthly.  It  would  afford,  comparatively,  little  return  for  the 
outlay,  inasmuch  as  throughout  one- third  of  its  entire  length,  it 
would  admit  of  no  adequate  depth  for  building  purposes,  save  by 
intrenching  on  the  reres  of  the  houses  in  Church-street.  We 
state  these  reasons  here  as  being  likely  to  prove  useful  at  the 
present  time,  when,  “  after  long  threatening,”  we  may  hope  to  see 
the  New  Street  made. 

On  casting  the  eye  down  the  Schedule  to  the  Act,  it  will  be 
perceived  that  many  of  the  buildings  and  ground  to  be  taken  are 
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described  thus: — “  Waste  plot  of  Ground,”  “  Yard  and  Slaughter¬ 
house,”  “  Slaughter-yard,”  “  Back-house,”  and  many  now  utterly 
valueless. 

The  Committee,  who  had  thus  energetically  carried  their 
exertions  to  this  point,  entertained  the  hope  that  the  improve¬ 
ment  which — as  has  been  shewn — had  received  the  sanction  of 
her  Majesty’s  Representative  in  Ireland,  of  the  then  Government 
in  its  various  departments,  and  had  been  approved  of  by  the  suc¬ 
cessive  chief  magistrates  and  members  of  parliament  for  the  city, 
and  by  many  worthy  and  wise  citizens,  would  have  been  at  once 
carried  into  operation.  But  these  hopes  seem  to  have  been 
mingled  with  doubts  and  fears  as  to  the  willingness  of  the  Com¬ 
missioners  to  mitigate  the  miseries  of  this  wretched  district,  and 
accordingly  we  find  the  next  document  which  we  are  enabled  to 
lay  before  our  readers,  to  be  a  remonstrance  addressed  to  the 
Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Act,  and  most  numerously  and 
respectably  signed,  inter  alios ,  by  the  Churchwardens  of  the 
Parishes  of  St.  Michan,  St.  Paul,  St.  Audeon,  St.  James,  and 
St.  Mary.  We  mention  these  persons  as  being  officers  whose 
duties  enabled  them  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  district,  thus 
authenticating  the  statements  relative  to  the  continued  ill-condition 
and  non-improvement  of  the  district.  The  remonstrance  is  “  in 
the  words  and  figures  following”: — 

“Dublin,  9th  October,  1837. 

“  GENTLEMEN — Understanding  that  a  question  has  arisen  as 
to  whether  your  Board  shall  proceed  to  open  a  New  Street  from 
Richmond  Bridge  to  Constitution-hill,  as  specified  in  the  Act  of 
last  Session,  or  proceed,  first,  to  make  some  of  the  other  improve¬ 
ments  set  forth  in  the  same  Act. 

“  We,  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  most  respectfully 
solicit  your  attention  to  a  few  of  the  reasons  which  have  led  us  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  Street  from  Richmond  Bridge  to  Consti¬ 
tution-hill  should  have  precedence  of  the  other  improvements 
mentioned  in  the  Act. 

“1.  Because  the  opening  of  a  New  Street  from  Richmond 
Bridge  to  Constitution-hill  would  not  only  be  an  invaluable  im¬ 
provement  in  the  city,  but  is  called  for  by  the  most  urgent  ne¬ 
cessity. 
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u  2.  Because  the  whole  line,  through  which  the  New  Street 
will  run,  abounds  with  public  nuisances  of  the  most  dangerous 
and  unwholesome  description  —  dilapidated  piles  of  buildings ; 
waste  plots  of  ground;  filthy  slaughter-houses;  bone-yards,  and 
dirty  lanes  and  alleys. 

“  3.  Because  it  is  well  known  to  the  1  Officers  of  Health,’  and 
‘  Medical  Inspectors,’  not  only  of  St.  Michan’s  Parish,  but  of  the 
whole  city,  that,  during  the  prevalence  of  cholera,  the  inhabitants 
of  this  district  were  the  peculiar  victims  of  that  fatal  malady ;  and 
to  such  an  alarming  extent  did  it  spread  the  contagion  through 
the  neighbourhood,  that  the  judges  of  the  land  were  about  to 
remove  their  sittings  from  the  Four  Courts  to  some  more  healthy 
neighbourhood. 

“  4.  Because  there  is  no  leading  passage  or  outlet  from  the 
Quays  to  the  north-western  parts  of  Ireland,  in  the  whole  space 
between  Capel-street  and  Queen-street,  except  through  Church- 
street,  which  in  some  places  is  but  twenty-one  feet  wTide,  and  the 
greater  part  of  which  is,  on  market  days,  blocked  up  by  the 
country  cars,  to  the  manifest  danger  of  passengers. 

“  5.  Because  there  is  no  passage  except  through  those  dan¬ 
gerous  avenues,  or  round  by  Capel-street,  from  the  Quays  and  the 
Four  Courts,  to  the  Linen-Hall,  the  King’s  Inns,  the  Prerogative 
and  Consistorial  Courts,  and  the  Offices  for  Registering  the  Deeds 
of  the  Kingdom.  And,  in  addition,  some  of  the  principal  Markets 
of  the  city  lie  in  the  space  between  Capel-street  and  Church-street. 

“6.  Because  this  improvement  was  sanctioned  by  the  unani¬ 
mous  voice  of  the  citizens  of  Dublin  in  public  meeting  assembled, 
and  duly  convened  and  presided  over  by  the  Lord  Mayor ;  and 
afterwards  approved  of  as  a  work  of  the  most  paramount  necessity 
by  the  Marquess  Wellesley,  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

“  7.  Because,  the  removal  of  those  dilapidated  piles  of  build¬ 
ings — lanes,  alleys,  entries,  and  slaughter-houses-— may  now  be 
effected  at  a  comparatively  trifling  outlay ;  and,  after  affording 
66  feet  from  front  to  front  of  the  houses  on  each  side  of  the  New 
Street,  there  will  be  ample  space  to  build  the  best  class  of  houses. 
And  upon  a  careful  calculation  and  estimate  of  the  value  of  the 
houses  and  premises  now  standing  on  the  line,  taking  the  whole 
at  an  average  of  20  years  purchase,  the  cost  will  not  exceed  the 
sum  of  £80,000 ;  and,  it  may  reasonably  be  presumed,  that  the 
sale  of  the  frontage  will  go  a  great  way  in  the  repayment  of  the 
purchase  money. 

“  Now,  in  conclusion,  we  most  respectfully  request  that  you, 
as  disinterested  gentlemen,  actuated  solely  by  a  desire  to  promote 
the  welfare  and  comfort  of  your  fellow-citizens,  in  all  your  public 
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acts,  and  to  improve  tlie  city  of  Dublin,  will  take  into  consider¬ 
ation  tlie  foregoing  reasons ;  which,  we  hope,  will  induce  you  to 
decide  upon  completing  the  New  Street  from  Bichmond  Bridge 
to  Constitution-hill,  before  you  commence  improving  any  other 
part  of  the  city ;  and  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  apply  to  his 
Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  for  his  consent  to,  and  appro¬ 
bation  of,  this  most  desirable  improvement.” 

This  remonstrance  seems  to  have  been  penned  to  suit  the 
present  period,  when  the  Town  Council  is  doubtful  respecting  the 
propriety  of  giving  priority  to  this  or  to  some  other  metropolitan 
improvements  which  have  been  advocated.  Our  readers  must 
not  understand  us  as  undervaluing,  in  the  slightest  degree,  those 
improvements ;  while  we  insist,  that  the  one  we  now  press  for  has 
prior  and  most  peculiar  claims. 

The  foregoing  paragraph  relative  to  the  prevalence  and  ra¬ 
vages  of  Cholera  in  the  district  should,  at  this  time,  when  we 
are  threatened,  through  the  inscrutable  will  of  Him,  “  in  whose 
hands  are  the  issues  of  life,”  and,  doubtless,  for  Llis  wise  pur¬ 
poses,  with  another  visitation  of  the  same  fearful  pestilence, 
speak  trumpet-tongued  to  those  to  whose  keeping  the  health  and 
well-being  of  the  citizens  and  the  cleanliness  of  our  city  and  its 
dwellings  are  entrusted. 

The  reply  of  the  Commissioners  to  this  remonstrance,  although 
verbally  given,  we  have  been  enabled  to  record  on  the  testimony 
of  gentlemen,  who  state  it  to  have  been,  that  if  the  promoters 
lodged  forthwith  with  Mr.  David  LI.  Sherrard,  the  sum  of  £500 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  survey  and  valuation  jury — the 
Commissioners  would,  at  once,  commence  the  street.  Endeavours 
were  made  to  collect  the  sum  specified,  but  ineffectually,  partly 
in  consequence  of  the  increasing  poverty  of  the  district ;  partly, 
in  consequence  of  the  difference  of  opinion  respecting  the  eligibi¬ 
lity  of  the  line  of  street  specified  in  the  Act  of  Parliament. 

Ere  those  unfortunate  divisions  were  adjusted,  the  persons  in¬ 
terested  in  the  widening  of  Grafton-street  and  Nassau-street, 
collected  the  funds  necessary  for  the  survey  and  inquisition ;  and 
these,  and  other  improvements  were  completed,  but  with  regard 
to  the  remaining  ones,  contemplated  by  the  Act,  the  limit  of  four 
years  was  suffered  to  elapse  without  their  being  commenced. 
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It  is  also  to  be  observed  that  about  this  time,  the  abolition  of 
the  Wide  Street  and  other  Municipal  Boards,  and  the  transference 
of  their  powers  to  the  Town  Council  began  to  be  much  talked  of, 
and  the  Commissioners  thenceforward  declined  to  undertake  any 
works  of  magnitude.  Then,  too,  arose  the  unseemly  quarrels,  and 
factious  agitations  relative  to  the  Corporation,  which  disgusted  all 
good  citizens,  and  amid  the  “  bouleversement,”  this,  and  all 
other  projected  improvements  were  placed  in  abeyance. 

This  explanation  satisfactorily  answers  the  question,  “  why  an 
improvement  of  such  moment  and  for  which  an  Act  of  Parliament 
had  been  obtained,  was  not  effected?” 

From  this  period  the  Committee  appears  to  have  ceased  its 
efforts  in  furtherance  of  this  project,  disheartened  perhaps  by  the 
opposition,  or  apathy  of  those  who  ought  to  have  been  strenuous 
supporters,  and  we  have  not  been  able  to  discover  any  records 
betokening  activity.  But,  “  while  men  thus  slept,”  the  district 
rapidly  became  worse  and  worse,  and  in  the  month  of  July,  1845, 
its  lamentable  condition  is  described  in  plain  but  powerful  lan¬ 
guage,  by  Mr.  Thomas  Willis,  medical  practitioner,  of  Upper 
Ormond-quay,  who  avers  that  “  he  had  at  that  time  resided  and 
been  in  the  extensive  practice  of  his  profession  for  35  years  pre¬ 
vious  in  this,  the  most  densely  populated  district  in  the  city. 
He  had  been  a  poor-law  guardian  of  the  North  Dublin  Union ; 
had  been  for  many  years,  and  still  was,  an  ‘officer  of  health’ 
for  Saint  Michan’s  parish,  consequently  “  had  ample  opportunities 
of  acquiring  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  wants  and  privations 
of  large  masses  of  the  people  generally  throughout  the  city,  but 
more  particularly  in  the  parish  referred  to  and  the  surrounding 
district.”  This  gentleman — an  eminently  competent  and  truthful 
authority,  in  a  petition  asking  for  an  enquiry  into  the  supply 
of  pipe  water  to  the  city,  presented  to  the  House  of  Lords, 
by  the  Earl  of  St.  Germans,  states — 

“  That  the  parish  in  which  your  petitioner  resides  and  with 
which  he  is  well  acquainted,  contains  a  population  of  22,723 
souls,  resident  in  1,381  houses,  showing  an  average  population  of 
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16.51  individuals,  a  number  which  far  exceeds  the  proportion  to 
each  house  in  any  parish  in  the  empire,  that  your  petitioner 
knows  or  has  ever  heard  or  read  of.” 

And  again — 

“  Your  petitioner  also  subjoins  the  following  extracts  from  his 
aforesaid  work,  ‘  Facts  connected  with  the  Social  and  Sanatory 
Condition  of  the  Working  Classes,’  in  reference  to  the  present 
state  of  St.  Michan’s  parish  and  the  adjoining  district;  “  that  this 
is  the  central  parish  of  that  part  of  the  city  north  of  the  river 
LifFey ;  and  from  situation,  appears  favourably  circumstanced  for 
health.  The  greater  part  of  this  parish  has  a  dry  gravel  bottom, 
with  a  gradual  ascent  from  the  river  to  every  part.  There  is  no 
obstruction  to  the  natural  drainage,  the  streets  having  a  good  fall, 
and  being  all  well  laid  down,  with  proper  inclinations  for  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  surface  water.  There  is  one  large  sewer  running 
through  the  centre  of  the  parish,  and  very  nearly  its  entire  length, 
through  which  the  water  of  the  river  Bradogue  runs ;  there  are 
very  lew  private  or  branch  drains.  A  large  proportion  of  the 
houses  are  without  necessaries,  and  where  these  do  exist,  they  are 
in  very  few  instances  connected  with  a  sewer,  but  must  be  emptied 
through  the  house.  There  are  no  public  necessaries,  nor  urina- 
ries ;  water  closets  are  scarcely  known,  unless  in  public  buildings ; 
there  may  not  be  above  a  dozen  in  the  entire  district. 

“  There  is  a  great  w~ant  of  water,  though  not  from  any  abso¬ 
lute  scarcity,  as  it  is  supplied  to  the  district  for  about  four  hours 
on  three  days  in  each  week ;  but  of  the  houses  let  to  weekly 
tenants,  not  one  in  ten  has  the  water  conveyed  into  it  by  branch 
from  the  street  main ;  in  such  cases  the  tenants  are  dependent  for 
their  supply  on  the  public  fountain,  which  is  often  at  a  consider¬ 
able  distance  from  their  residence ;  besides  which,  the  water  is  not 
constantly  on  at  these  fountains ;  the  wretched  people  have  no  ves¬ 
sels  to  contain  a  supply;  the  kettle  and  broken  jar  are  the  only 
ones  to  be  seen  in  these  abodes  of  misery.  Nothing  marks  their 
poverty  more  than  when  congregating  round  the  public  fountain, 
they  are  seen  struggling  to  have  their  little  supply.  There  are 
many  lanes  and  courts  in  which  a  tumbler  of  water  could  not  be 
had  fit  for  drinking.  Even  for  the  purpose  of  cleanliness  a 
scanty  supply  is  with  difficulty  to  be  had,  and  appears  of  such 
value,  that  it  is  rarely  thrown  out  until  after  being  put  to  several 
uses.  I  have  frequently  noticed  this  filthy  stuff  remaining  within 
the  rooms,  and  have  been  invariably  told  that  it  was  yet  wanted. 
It  had  first  been  used,  perhaps,  to  wash  the  man’s  shirt,  and  some 
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little  white  linen ;  it  was  then  used  to  wash  coarse  things,  and 
even  again  put  into  requisition  to  mop  out  the  room  floor,  or 
stairs.  These  facts  are  not  confined  to  the  very  poor.  The  most 
offensive  stench  to  be  met  with  is  that  which  emanates  from  these 
filthy  suds ;  and  I  find  that  whenever  these  rooms  or  stairs  are 
washed,  it  is  with  this  noisome  semi-fluid  poison. 

“  The  scavengers  are  incessantly  at  work  in  the  streets  occu¬ 
pied  by  the  poor ;  indeed,  I  believe  they  sweep  the  streets  of  the 
entire  parish  daily,  not  excepting  Sunday.  In  some  parts,  if  this 
cleansing  were  neglected  for  a  single  day,  the  nuisance  would  be¬ 
come  intolerable,  as  from  the  want  of  branch  sewers,  all  the  filthy 
water  of  the  houses  must  be  discharged  into  the  streets. 

“  The  population  of  this  parish  is  more  than  that  of  any  other 
parish  in  Dublin.  The  following  comparative  statement,  shows 
that  it  also  far  exeeds  the  most  crowded  localities,  even  in 
London : — 


INHABITANTS  HOUSES.  PERSONS  TO  EACH  HOUSE . 


London  (within  the  walls,) 

54,626  living 

in  7,791, 

Total  Metropolis, 

St.  Giles’  in  the  Fields,  and 
St.  George’s  Bloomsbury, 

1,873,676  ... 

250,908, 

j-  54,292  ... 

4,959, 

St.  Andrew’s,  Holborn,  and 
St.  George,  Saffron  Hill, 

|  38,790  ... 

3,786, 

City  of  Dublin, 

3  232,726 

20,109, 

St.  Luke’s  Parish, 

4,808  ... 

331, 

St.  Catherine’s, 

19,871  ... 

1,365 

St.  Nicholas’, 

11,955  ... 

863, 

St.  Michan’s, 

22,793  .. 

1,311, 

being  7.01 
7.46 

...  10  94 

...  10.00 

...  11.57 

...  14.50 

...  14.63 

...  13.85 

...  16.51 


u  There  are  no  gentry  within  the  district,  and  the  few  pro¬ 
fessional  men  or  mercantile  traders  whom  interest  may  still  compel 
to  keep  their  offices  here,  have  their  residence  in  some  more 
favoured  localities.  This  parish,  which,  within  the  last  thirty  years, 
might  have  boasted  of  as  large  a  proportion  of  professional  and 
mercantile  wealth  as  any  in  the  metropolis,  is  now  the  refuge  of 
reduced  persons  from  other  districts ;  and  very  many  of  the  houses 
then  occupied  by  respectable  traders,  are  now  in  the  possession  of 
a  class  of  men  called  ‘house-jobbers,’  who  re-let  them  to  poor 
tenants.  These  jobbers  have  no  interest  in  the  houses  save  their 
weekly  rents;  the  houses,  therefore,  undergo  no  repair;  the  stair¬ 
cases,  passages,  &c.,  are  all  in  a  state  of  filth ;  the  yards  in  the  re  re 
are  so  many  depots  of  putrid  animal  and  vegetable  matter ;  and  if 
a  necessary  be  in  any  of  them,  it  is  frequently  a  source  of  further 
nuisance.  The  courts  and  back  places  are,  if  possible,  still  worse, 
and  are  quite  unfit  for  the  residence  of  human  beings.  They  arc 
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almost  all  closed  up  at  tlie  end,  and  communicate  with  the  street 
by  a  long  narrow  passage,  usually  the  hall  of  the  front  house,  and 
not  more  than  three  or  three  and  a  half  feet  wide.  Pipe- water, 
lime-washing,  dust-bin,  privy,  &c.,  are  things  almost  unknown.  The 
stench  and  disgusting  filth  of  these  places  are  inconceivable,  unless 
to  those  whose  harrowing  duty  obliges  them  to  witness  such  scenes 
of  wretchedness. 

“  In  some  rooms  in  these  situations  it  is  not  an  unfrequent 
occurrence  to  see  above  a  dozen  human  beings  crowded  into  a 
space  not  fifteen  feet  square.  Within  this  space  the  food  of  these 
wretched  beings,  such  as  it  is,  must  be  prepared ;  within  this  space 
they  must  eat  and  drink — men,  women,  and  children — must  strip, 
dress,  sleep ;  in  case  of  illness,  the  calls  of  nature  must  be  relieved ; 
and  when  death  releases  the  inmates,  the  corpse  must,  of  neces¬ 
sity,  remain  for  days  within  the  room.  Let  it  not  be  supposed 
that  I  have  selected  some  solitary  spot  for  this  description ;  no,  I 
am  speaking  of  an  entire  district,  and  state  facts  incontrovertible. 
I  indulge  in  no  theories  as  to  the  cause  which  produces  this  state 
of  things,  but  I  may  state  the  results ;  they  are,  that  every  cause 
that  can  contribute  to  generate  contagion  exists  here  in  full 
vigour,  and  that,  disease,  in  every  aggravated  form,  with  all  its 
train  of  desolating  misery,  is  rarely  absent.” 

The  wretched  condition,  thus  described,  of  the  miserable  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  district  might,  in  all  human  probability,  have  been 
greatly  alleviated  but  for  the  unhappy  divisions  we  have  before 
alluded  to,  which  prevented  an  improvement  approved  of  all  good 
men.  Such,  alas !  appears  to  have  been  the  bitter  fate  of  almost 
all  Irish  projects,  but  a  happy  change  seems  to  have  come  “  o’er 
the  spirit  of  our  dreams,”  and  practical,  business-like,  common- 
sense  views  of  all  matters  are  now  “  the  order  of  the  day.”  As 
practical  “  business-men,”  the  members  of  the  Committee  appeal 
to  men  of  common  sense  to  examine  the  case  herein  set  forth,  and 
they  are  confident  of  the  unanimous  verdict,  of  all  wise  and  can¬ 
did  persons,  in  favour  of  the  New  Street. 

Matters  remained  in  “  statu  quo”  until  an  agitation  arose  relative 
to  a  “  Dublin  Improvement  Bill,”  and  towards  the  close  of  the 
year  1846  Messrs.  A.  Hayward,  Q.C.,  and  C.P.  Brassington,  C.E., 
were  appointed  Commissioners  to  examine  and  report  concerning 
the  expediency  and  objects  of  that  measure.  After  a  laborious 
and  protracted  investigation  their  report  ay  as  published  in  the 
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month  of  February,  1847,  and  in  that  document,  pp.  32-3,  we 
find  ample  confirmation — if  such  were  necessary — of  Mr.  Willis’ 
statements  respecting  the  condition  of  the  district  under  consider¬ 
ation.  After  quoting  the  paragraphs  hereinbefore  mentioned 
from  his  petition,  the  accuracy  of  which,  they  say,  is  indisputa¬ 
ble,  the  Commissioners  state,  “  we  went,  with  Mr.  Willis  as  our 
guide,  to  the  district  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  extract,  inspected 
a  great  many  of  the  courts  and  passages  in  which  the  poorest  class 
live,  and  entered  some  of  the  houses.  Every  thing  we  saw  con¬ 
firmed  the  literal  accuracy  of  his  statements.  The  want  of  water, 
the  deficient  sewerage,  the  crowding  of  families  into  single  rooms 
of  small  dimensions,  the  filth,  and  consequent  corruption,  of  the 
atmosphere  have  all  been  truly  described  by  him.  The  wonder 
to  our  minds  was,  not  that  disease,  with  its  attendant  miseries, 
was  (as  he  states)  rarely  absent,  but  that  human  beings  could 
prolong  life  at  all  in  such  dwelling-places  and  under  such  circum¬ 
stances.  Some  of  the  courts  were  not  paved,  and  the  surface  of 
these  was  like  the  surface  of  a  damp  dung-heap ;  some  of  the  pas¬ 
sages  were  filthy  in  the  extreme ;  yet  even  in  these  courts  and 
passages  the  stench  (exhaling  from  the  houses)  of  human  bodies 
crowded  together,  frequently  overcame  every  other  stench,  and 
produced  so  sickening  an  effect,  that  at  the  end  of  an  hour  we 
were  obliged  to  discontinue  the  inspection  of  the  interiors  for  the 
time.  .  .  .  .  .  Their  (i.e.,  the  inhabitants)  present  condi¬ 

tion  is  a  disgrace  to  a  civilised  country,  and  should  he  amended  at 
any  sacrifice ,  if  not  for  their  sakes ,  for  the  sake  of  the  public  health , 
which  must  he  seriously  endangered  hy  the  existence  of  such  never - 
failing  sources  of  infection  in  so  populous  a  district  of  the  city. 
Mr.  Willis  took  the  streets  as  they  occurred,  and  after  we  had 
declined  entering  any  more  of  the  houses,  showed  us  court  after 
court,  where  all  the  outward  signs  of  squalid  misery  were  the 
same.” 

From  such  a  quarter  testimony  is  incontrovertible — it  is  all- 
powerful.  Can  it  be  conceived  that,  in  a  civilized  community, 
among  men,  sane,  shrewd,  and  calculating  in  the  common  affairs 
of  life,  such  a  state  of  things  could  have  been  suffered  to  exist,  so 
long,  unremedied ;  but  so  it  is,  aye,  and  so  it  will  continue  to  be, 
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we  fear,  until  the  dread  and  mysterious  “  pestilence  that  walketh 
in  darkness,  and  the  destruction  that  wasteth  at  the  noon-day,” 
again  visit  our  shores,  and  rouse  by  its  terrible  ravages  our  care¬ 
less  inhabitants  and  the  apathetic  guardians  of  the  public  weal. 

But  miseries — if  it  were  possible — even  worse  than  those  des¬ 
cribed  by  the  Commissioners  and  Mr.  Willis  were  yet  to  come. 
In  1846  “  the  famine  was  sore  in  the  land,”  and  God,  in  His  infinite 
wisdom,  “  did  greatly  multiply  afflictions”  in  this  doomed  district. 
The  Poor-houses  could  scarcely  contain  the  wretched  beings  that 
flocked  thither.  Fever  —  the  invariable  attendant  on  “  spirit¬ 
quenching  Want  ” — raged  fearfully  throughout  this  part  of  the 
city,  and  many  hundreds  died.  In  the  course  of  their  sacred 
ministrations,  amid  the  sick  and  dying,  the  fever  seized  the 
clergy,  and  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  months  five  of  the  paro¬ 
chial  clergy  were  carried  off,  and  the  rector  and  others  were, 
mercifully,  recovered  from  the  very  jaws  of  death.  The  sad 
memory  of  these  awful  visitations,  and  of  the  sufferings  in  the 
locality,  will  long  remain  uneffaced. 

“  The  Dublin  Improvement  Bill,”  12  and  13  Vic.  cap.  XCVII., 
shortly  afterwards  became  law,  and  although  by  it  the  Wide- 
street  Acts  have,  in  part,  been  repealed,  it  is  believed  that  the 
Town  Council  can  effect  this  improvement  under  its  provisions. 
In  section  LX.  we  find,  “  And  be  it  enacted  that  subject  to  the 
provisions  of  this  Act,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Council  to  agree 
with  the  owners  of  any  lands  within  the  limits  of  this  Act  which 
they  may  require,  for  the  purpose  of  opening  and  making  more 
convenient  communications,  ways,  or  streets,  and  of  widening, 
improving,  altering,  or  diverting  any  existing  ways  or  streets,  or 
for  other  purposes  of  this  Act,  for  the  absolute  purchase  of  any 
such  lands  or  such  parts  thereof  as  they  shall  think  proper,”  &c. 

The  improvement  rate,  however,  levied  under  the  above  Act 
is,  by  the  CXVth  section,  restricted  to  a  maximum  of  two  shillings 
in  the  pound  per  annum,  and  would  not  afford  the  undertaking 
of  any  new  work  of  magnitude,  as  it  barely  suffices  to  pay  the 
current  expenses  of  keeping  in  repair  the  streets,  &c.,  &c. 


PART  III. 


FROM  THE  YEAR  1851  TO  THE  YEAR  1853. 


“Persevere  !  ” 


We  have  endeavoured,  as  succintly  as  possible,  considering  the 
mass  of  memoranda,  correspondence,  minutes,  &c.,  scattered  over 
a  period  of  twenty  years,  requiring  to  be  examined,  to  trace  the 
rise  and  progress  of  this  long-projected  improvement. 

We  have  shewn  that  the  making  of  the  New  Street  had,  prior 
to  the  year  1830,  been  contemplated  by  Government;  that  it 
subsequently  received  the  warm  approbation  of  many  distinguished 
persons,  and  the  support  of  influential  public  bodies;  that  all 
classes  of  citizens  attested  its  value ;  and  that  the  Legislature, 
after  due  examination,  had  sanctioned  it,  as  being  a  work  which 
the  public  interest  required. 

We  have  seen  that,  notwithstanding  the  existence  of  so  many 
cogent  reasons  for  its  effectuation,  noth  withstanding  the  universal 
acknowledgment  of  its  being  a  direct  and  efficient  agent  of  sani¬ 
tary  and  moral  reformation,  notwithstanding  the  number  of 
important  institutions  to  be  benefitted  thereby,  the  praiseworthy 
efforts  of  the  promoters  of  “  Wellesley-street,”  have,  up  to  the 
present  hour,  been  baffled  by  various  untoward  circumstances, 
and  the  course  of  events.  Many  of  its  early  promoters  are  now 
no  more,  but  in  the  minds  of  such  as  remain,  the  strong  conviction 
of  the  necessity  for  it  still  continues. 

We  shall  proceed  to  show  that  the  opinions  now  entertained 
regarding  it  by  persons  of  authority  and  station,  are  similar  to 
those  formed  in  its  favor  twenty  years  ago. 

Several  years  elapsed  without  any  movement  being  made 
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towards  the  construction  of  the  New  Street,  and  the  powers  and 
authorities  of  the  Wide-street  Commissioners  having  been  trans¬ 
ferred  to  a  Town  Council,  composed  of  men  of  sterling  worth, 
practically  acquainted  with  the  conduct  of  public  affairs,  anxious 
for  the  improvement  of  the  city,  and  fully  enjoying  the  confidence 
of  their  fellow-citizens,  it  was  thought  that  the  proper  time  had 
arrived  for  bringing  forward  again  this  desirable  project. 

In  June,  1851,  some  few  members  of  the  old  Committee, 
appointed  by  the  public  meeting  in  1833,  met  and  issued  a  cir¬ 
cular,  dated  the  23rd  of  that  month,  shortly  detailing  what  had 
been  previously  done  respecting  the  proposed  Street,  and  setting 
forth  some  of  its  advantages.  This  circular  was  forwarded  to  all 
the  Members  of  the  Town  Council,  to  the  Benchers,  and  numerous 
influential  citizens  of  Dublin. 

That  circular  stated,  inter  alia ,  that  it  was  of  the  most  vital 
importance  to  “  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  impoverished  neigh¬ 
bourhood  on  each  side  of  the  contemplated  Street,  that  free  ven¬ 
tilation  should  be  introduced,  where  now  the  poor  inhabitants  are 
crowded  into  narrow  streets  and  lanes,  to  the  engendering  of 
disease  and  filth,  and  the  promotion  of  immorality.”  And  “  with 
respect  to  the  funds  for  carrying  this  object  into  effect,  they  would 
say,  first  let  the  Engineer  of  the  Corporation  be  requested  to 
survey  the  contemplated  line,  and  cause  the  property  required  for 
the  improvement  to  be  valued,  and  when  his  report  is  before  the 
Corporation  and  the  public,  they  thought  there  would  not  be  any 
serious  difficulty  in  procuring  the  funds.”  That  “  the  contemplated 
improvement,  being  one  of  national  advantage,  they  thought  it 
would  gain  the  notice  and  assistance  of  the  Government.”  That 
“  the  City  having  some  claim  on  the  Commissioners  of  Woods  and 
Forests  for  a  proportion  of  its  revenues,  if  a  respectful,  yet  urgent 
and  firm,  call  were  made  on  them,  sustained  by  the  weight  and 
influence  of  the  Corporation,  a  fair  proportion  of  the  funds  would 
be  allocated  for  this  purpose,  and,  no  doubt,  the  remainder  would 
be  subscribed  by  other  public  boards  or  authorities  interested  in 
this  improvement;”  and  that  “  the  sale  or  letting  of  the  ground 
for  building  purposes,  which  would  be  formed  by  the  construction 
of  this  Street,  would,  eventually,  produce  a  large  revenue  in  liqui- 
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dation  of  the  purchase  money  of  the  premises  required  for  the 
formation  of  the  Street.” 

A  Deputation  from  the  Committee  waited  on  Benjamin  Lee 
Guinness,  Esq.,  the  then  Lord  Mayor,  and,  having  explained  the 
project  to  him,  requested  his  co-operation  and  support,  which  he 
most  cheerfully  accorded. 

Before  the  Directors  of  the  4  Midland  Great  Western  Railway,’ 
as  being  parties  intimately  concerned,  the  project  was  also  brought 
about  the  same  time,  but  we  can  find  no  44  Minutes”  of  the  inter¬ 
view. 

On  the  21st  of  January,  1852,  Parke  Neville,  Esq.,  Borough 
Engineer,  published  a  scientific  44  Report  to  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of 
Dublin,  on  the  state  of  the  Public  Works  of  the  City,”  and  at 
page  69,  he  thus  speaks  of  the  New  Street: — 

44  It  has  been  proposed  to  open  a  New  Street  to  lead  from  the 
Quays,  near  Richmond  Bridge,  to  Constitution-hill.  This  was  to 
follow  the  line  of  Mountrath-street,  Greek-street,  and  Beresford- 
street,  and  would  open  a  direct  communication  between  the  Four 
Courts  and  the  Kings  Inns,  Consistorial  and  Prerogative  Courts, 
Registry  Office,  Incumbered  Estates  Court,  also  a  better  route  to 
the  Linen-Hall,  the  Recorder’s  Court,  the  Lord  Mayor’s  Court, 
North  Dublin  Union,  Richmond  Bridewell,  Grangegorman  Prison, 
and  Midland  Great  Western  Railway.  It  would  be  of  great  im¬ 
portance,  in  a  sanitary  point  of  view,  to  open  a  wide  Street  through 
this  impoverished  and  densely  inhabited  locality,  whereby  a  free 
circulation  of  air  would  be  introduced.” 

The  Committee  had  an  interview,  previous  to  Easter  Term, 
1852,  with  the  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Lefroy,  the  Lord  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Queen’s  Bench,  who  recommended  44  that  the  matter  should 
be  brought  before  the  Right  Hon.  the  Benchers,  at  their  next 
meeting.”  His  Lordship  promised  to  advocate  its  adoption,  and 
requested  that  all  the  papers,  maps,  &c.,  should  be  sent  to  him. 
He  also  recommended  the  Committee  to  consult  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Lord  Chancellor  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  John  Norwood  was  requested  to  bring  the  New  Street 
before  the  notice  of  the  Sanitary  Association,  of  which  he  was  a 


member,  and  in  doing  so  on  the  6th  of  April,  1852,  lie,  in  the 
course  of  his  observations,  said — [We  quote  from  “  The  Daily 
Express ;”] 

“  Every  one  had  heard  of  the  parks  and  squares  of  London 
being  ‘  the  lungs  of  the  metropolis,’  and  all  confessed  that  the 
free  passage  of  air  through  its  densely  populated  districts,  pro¬ 
moted  by  open  spaces,  had  a  most  beneficial  effect  on  the  health 
and  well-being  of  the  people.  Now,  it  was  a  fact,  he  believed 
well  known,  that  many  of  these  parks  and  squares,  had  been 
adorned  at  the  expense  of  the  nation  at  large,  and  justly  so.  The 
seat  of  government  of  a  great  nation  should  be  adorned  in  a  man¬ 
ner  worthy  of  its  dignity  and  importance;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
it  should  not  monopolize  all  the  funds  allocated  for  such  purposes. 
Ireland  contributed  something  to  those  funds,  and  the  complaint 
had  been  reiterated  that  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  Commissioners 
of  Woods  and  Forests  comparatively  little  had  been  expended  in 
the  improvement  of  the  capital  of  Ireland.  He  should  be  sorry 
to  introduce  into  this  Association  political  topics,  (where  they  are 
so  obviously  out  of  place,)  but  he  would  merely  state  his  own 
individual  opinion  when  he  said  that  he  had  reason  to  believe 
that  the  complaint  alluded  to  had  some  foundation.  How¬ 
ever,  be  that  as  it  may,  it  is  the  duty  of  Irishmen  to  bring  promi¬ 
nently  before  the  notice  of  a  Government,  which  has  evinced  the 
disposition  to  serve  us,  improvements  of  this  kind,”  and  further 
stated  that  u  the  discussion  of  this  question  was  completely  within 
the  scope  of  the  Association.”  “  The  greater  the  destitution  and 
poverty  of  a  district,  the  more  urgent  is  the  necessity  for  the 
expenditure  therein  of  the  public  funds.  It  is  time  enough  to 
spend  money  on  the  adornment  of  squares  and  parks  when  the 
by-ways,  lanes,  and  alleys  of  the  city  are  purified  from  filth,  and 
purged  from  disease  and  infection.  They  might  depend  upon  it, 
the  inhabitants  of  fashionable  districts  were  as  much  interested 
in  the  improvement  of  these  plague  spots  of  large  towns  as  were 
the  most  wretched  inhabitants.  Fever  and  infectious  diseases  are 
not  long  in  making  their  way  from  the  lodgings  of  the  poor  to 
the  mansions  of  the  wealthy. 

“  Upwards  of  twenty  years  have  now  elapsed  since  the  im¬ 
provement  was  first  contemplated,  and  the  evils  complained  of  are 
still  unremedied.  This  country  has,  during  those  twenty  years, 
endured  many  and  sore  trials,  and  the  Parish  of  St.  Michan  has 
not  been  exempted  from  these  vicissitudes.  Has  such  an  improve¬ 
ment  taken  place  in  the  condition  of  its  inhabitants  as  to  render 
unnecessary  this  improvement?  No;  the  houses  have  become 
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more  dilapidated,  tlie  lanes  more  noisome,  tlie  in-dwellers  poorer 
and  more  wretched . Notwithstanding  the  praise¬ 

worthy  efforts  of  the  Corporation  and  other  public  Boards,  he 
regretted  to  say  that  the  parish  had  improved  very  little,  if  at  all. 
He  had  walked  through  it  himself  several  times  within  the  last 
few  days,  and  Mr.  Willis’  description  of  1845  answers  for  1852.” 

. He  concluded  by  moving  the  resolution  of  which 

he  had  given  notice. 

“Dr.  Ryan  asked  if  the  funds  were  to  be  levied  off  the  city. 

“Mr.  Norwood  stated  he  understood  the  Committee  had  great 
hopes  of  receiving  aid  from  the  Benchers  of  the  King’s  Inns,  the 
Railway  Company,  and  the  Government,  and  were  anxious  for  the 
appropriation  of  some  of  the  revenue  of  the  Woods  and  Forests. 

“  Sir  Edward  Borough  suggested  that  a  change  might  be  made 
in  the  wording  of  the  resolution. 

“  After  some  discussion  the  resolution,  being  seconded,  was 
passed,  unanimously,  in  the  following  terms : — 

“  Resolved — That  this  Association  views  with  satisfaction  the 
efforts  now  being  made  to  open  4  the  new  line  of  street  from  the 
Terminus  of  the  Midland  Great  Western  Railway  and  the  King’s 
Inns,  to  Richmond-bridge  and  the  Four  Courts,’  inasmuch  as, 
being  through  the  most  densely  populated  and  impoverished 
parish  in  the  city,  its  effects  will  be  likely  to  prove  most  benefi¬ 
cial  in  a  sanitary  and  social  point  of  view  to  the  poor  inhabitants 
of  the  district,  and  to  the  health  of  the  citizens  of*  the  metropolis 
in  general ;  and  that  the  members  of  this  Association  will  gladly 
co-operate  with  the  other  public  bodies  of  the  metropolis  in  carry¬ 
ing  out  this  important  and  most  beneficial  measure,  provided  that 
the  expenses  thereof  be  not  thrown  on  the  already  over-taxed 
rate-payers  of  the  city.” 

We  find  in  the  columns  of  4  The  Daily  Express ’  of  the  8th  of 
April,  1852,  that,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Guardians  of  the  North 
Dublin  Union,  Mr.  Studdert  proposed  the  following  resolution: — 

44  RESOLVED — That  a  street  leading  from  Richmond  Bridge  to 
the  Temple,  by  Constitution-hill,  would  be  a  great  public  conve¬ 
nience.  That  it  would  open  a  very  impoverished  part  of  the  city, 
and  would  be  of  importance,  in  connexion  with  sanitary  measures. 
That  it  would  be  reasonable  to  claim  assistance  from  the  Commis¬ 
sioners  of  Woods  and  Forests  to  effect  the  improvement.  And 


also  that  the  Benchers  of  the  King’s  Inns  and  other  public  bodies 
be  called  upon  to  contribute.” 

And  said — 

“  If  the  object  of  the  resolution  were  carried  out,  it 
would  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  public  and  the  Union  by 
opening  up  a  part  of  the  city  which  was  impoverished,  and  be  a 
great  improvement  to  it  in  a  sanitary  point  of  view.  The  Com¬ 
missioners  of  Woods  and  Forests  took  a  large  sum  of  money  out 
of  Ireland,  and  it  was  not  unreasonable  to  expect  that  a  portion 
of  it  should  be  spent  on  the  proposed  object.  The  Sanitary  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  other  public  bodies  had  interested  themselves  very 
warmly  in  the  matter,  and  he  thought  that  it  was  a  legitimate 
subject  for  the  consideration  of  that  Board. 

“Mr. Long  seconded  the  motion.  He  said  by  improving  a  very 
impoverished  part  of  the  city  it  would  decrease  the  rates  of  the 
Union. 

“  The  resolution  was  put  and  carried.” 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  the  9th  of  April,  1852, 
the  Rev.  Charles  S.  Stanford,  M.  A.  rector  of  the  parish  being  in 
the  chair,  the  following  letter  was  approved  of,  and  ordered  to  be 
forwarded — 

“To  the  Right  Honourable  and  Honourable  the  Benchers  of  the 
“  Honourable  Society  of  King's  Inns . 

“  GENTLEMEN,- — The  Committee  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
long-projected  formation  of  a  wide  street  from  the  Midland  Great 
Western  Railway  Terminus  and  the  King’s  Inns,  to  Richmond 
Bridge  and  the  Four  Courts,  requests  your  serious  attention  to  this 
important  subject.  We  are  not  initiating  any  new  or  ill-digested 
scheme,  but  merely  recalling  to  the  public  mind  an  improvement, 
the  paramount  necessity  for  which  was  unanimously  affirmed  by 
a  large  and  influential  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Dublin  upwards 
of  twenty  years  ago,  and  which  has  since  received  the  approving 
and  accumulating  sanction  of  successive  administrations,  of  va¬ 
rious  and  numerous  metropolitan  boards  and  public  authorities, 
and  of  the  Imperial  Parliament. 

“  This  valuable  undertaking,  although  it  thus  secured  the  cor¬ 
dial  approbation  of  all  wise  and  good  men,  anxious  for  the  pros¬ 
perity  and  advancement  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  from  various  cir- 
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cumstances — totally  irrespective  of,  and  unconnected  with  its 
merits — remains  still  unaccomplished. 

“We  think  that  the  present  period,  when  a  ministry  has  suc¬ 
ceeded  to  office,  with  the  repeatedly  avowed  intention  of  carrying 
out  various  large  and  comprehensive  public  works,  for  the  benefit 
of  Ireland,  and  when  social  and  sanitary  reforms  are  engrossing 
so  much  of  public  attention,  forms  a  favourable  opportunity  for 
pressing  upon  the  members  of  the  Government  immediately  con¬ 
nected  with  this  country,  respectfully,  but  firmly,  the  just  claims 
of  the  metropolis  to  participate  in  the  advantages  thus  promised 
to  our  country. 

“We  venture  to  hope  that  the  present  Lord  Lieutenant,  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Eglinton,  will  agree  with  his  noble  pre¬ 
decessors  in  the  value  of  this  improvement,  and  recommend  to 
his  colleagues  in  the  ministry  the  propriety  of  granting,  out  of 
the  revenues  of  the  Woods  and  Forests  (to  which  Ireland  contri¬ 
butes  a  considerable  share,)  or  such  other  funds  as  may  be  avail¬ 
able,  a  large  proportion  of  the  moneys  requisite  for  this  valuable 
public  work. 

“  On  the  members  of  the  two  great  branches  of  the  legal  pro¬ 
fession,  of  whose  interests  your  honourable  society  is  the  recog¬ 
nized  guardian,  the  contemplated  improvement  will  confer  great 
and  lasting  benefits. 

“  The  want  of  a  cleanly  and  direct  communication  between 
the  King’s  Inns,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  which  are  situate  so 
many  of  the  public  law  departments,  viz. — the  Offices  for  the 
Registering  of  Deeds,  Wills,  and  Joint-stock  Companies,  the 
Prerogative  and  Consistorial,  the  Lord  Mayor’s  and  Recorder’s 
Courts,  the  Court  for  the  sale  of  Incumbered  Estates,  numerous 
Law  Chambers,  Offices,  &c.,  and  the  superior  Law  and  Equity 
Courts  on  Inns’-quay, — has  long  been  severely  felt  by  the  suitors, 
practitioners,  jurors,  and  other  persons  engaged  in  the  transaction 
of  law  business,  in  the  convenient  and  speedy  administration  of 
which  your  Honourable  Society  is  deeply  interested. 

“  To  the  commercial  and  trading  interests  of  the  city,  great 
advantages  will  follow  the  construction  of  the  New  Street;  a 
wide  and  convenient  access  will  be  opened  to  the  Linen  Hall,  the 
wholesale  fowl,  egg,  fruit,  and  vegetable  markets,  &c.,  &c. 

“  For  the  farmers  and  others  engaged  in  the  sale  of  live  stock, 
hay,  and  straw,  who  are  at  present  under  the  necessity  either  of 
bringing  their  cattle  and  other  produce  through  narrow  and  in¬ 
convenient  streets,  or  obstructing  the  more  public  thoroughfares 
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of  the  city,  to  the  danger  of  passengers,  a  direct  and  spacious 
communication  will  be  opened  with  Smithfield  Markets. 

“We  have  reason  to  hope  that  the  Directors  of  the  Midland 
Great  Western  Railway,  to  whose  4  national  establishment’  the 
opening  of  such  a  thoroughfare  will  prove  an  incalculable  benefit, 
particularly  as  they  anticipate  an  increased  passenger  and  goods’ 
traffic,  consequent  on  the  opening  of  the  railway  to  Galway,  and 
the  probable  establishment  of  a  line  of  steamers  and  packet-ships 
thence  to  America,  wfill  give  us  their  strenuous  support,  and  pro¬ 
bably  complete  a  portion  of  the  street. 

44  From  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  in  respect  of  the  Linen  Hall 
Barracks, — from  the  Governors  of  the  Mountjoy,  Newgate,  and 
Smithfield  Prisons, — from  the  Governors  of  the  Whitworth, 
Hardwicke  Fever,  and  Richmond  Surgical  Hospitals, — from  the 
Governors  of  the  House  of  Industry,  and  the  Richmond  Lunatic 
Asylum, — to  all  of  which  institutions  the  projected  street  will 
directly  lead, — we  expect  vigorous  and  influential  aid. 

“Already  the  Guardians  of  the  North  Dublin  Union,  fore¬ 
seeing  the  vast  benefits  likely  to  arise  to  the  inhabitants  of  their 
locality,  through  which  it  is  intended  to  be  formed,  and  the  con¬ 
sequent  diminution  of  the  pooPs  rate,  have  passed,  unanimously, 
a  resolution  affirming  the  necessity  for  it,  and  pledging  their 
valuable  support. 

44  The  Sanatory  Association,  at  a  recent  meeting,  passed  nem. 
con.  a  resolution,  stating — 4  that  the  effect  of  such  an  improve¬ 
ment  would  be  most  beneficial,  in  a  sanitary,  social,  and  moral 
point  of  view,  to  the  poor  inhabitants  of  the  district,  and  to  the 
health  of  the  citizens  of  the  metropolis  in  general,’  and  offering 
the  earnest  aid  of  the  members  in  carrying  it  out. 

44  To  secure  these  great  and  numerous  advantages,  we  beg 
leave  respectfully  to  suggest,  that  an  advancement  might,  per¬ 
haps,  through  the  interposition  of  your  honourable  society,  be 
obtained  out  of  the  4  General  Fund  of  the  Suitors  of  Courts  of 
Chancery  and  Exchequer,’  which  might  be  applied  to  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  that  portion  of  the  street  in  the  immediate  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  the  Four  Courts. 

44  In  conclusion,  we  respectfully  trust  that  your  honourable 
society  will  not  withhold  the  invaluable  aid  of  its  rank  and 
influence  from  us,  but  that  you  will  co-operate  with  the  other 
public  bodies  of  the  city  in  forwarding  a  project  so  great,  so  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  the  general  welfare  (against  which  there  are  so 
few,  if  any,  objections,)  and  which,  if  consummated,  will  have 


tlie  effect  of  fully  displaying  the  beauty  and  value  of  the  im¬ 
provements  and  additions  which  your  honourable  society  have 
recently  so  generously  and  tastefully  executed  at  your  own 
premises. 

44  For  the  Committee, 

“  Charles  Stuart  Stanford,  Chairman. 
“  JOHN  CURRY,  Secretary. 

44  Committee  Rooms,  10,  Mountrath-street, 

44  9th  April,  1852  ” 

To  which  communication  the  following  answer  was  returned — 

44  King’s  Inns,  26th  April,  1852. 

44  Rev.  Sir — I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I  laid 
before  the  Benchers  of  the  Honourable  Society  of  King’s  Inns, 
your  letter  of  the  9  th  inst.,  and  that,  the  Lord  Chancellor  having 
stated  to  their  Lordships  and  Honors,  that  a  deputation  from  the 
Committee  for  carrying  into  effect  the  formation  of  a  wide  street 
from  Richmond  Bridge  to  the  Midland  Great  Western  Railway, 
had  waited  upon  his  Lordship,  4  to  request  the  co-operation  of  the 
Benchers  of  this  Society  with  the  said  Committee,  and  with  the 
other  public  bodies  of  the  city,  and  display  the  improvements  and 
additions  which  have  been  recently  executed  by  the  Benchers,’ 
it  was  ordered: — 

44 ‘That  it  be  referred  to  the  Building  Committee,  to  confer 
and  co-operate  with  the  Sanitary  Committee,  and  the  Com¬ 
mittee  for  carrying  the  said  project  into  effect,  and  to  join  them, 
on  behalf  of  the  King’s  Inns  Society,  in  an  application  to  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Woods  and  Forests,  for  pecuniary 
assistance  for  the  execution  of  said  work.’ 

44 1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Rev.  Sir, 

44  Your  obedient  servant, 

44  Conway  E.  Dobbs,  Under  Treasurer. 
44  To  the  Rev.  Charles  S.  Stanford.” 

We  here,  for  obvious  reasons,  insert,  though  out  of  the  strict 
order  in  point  of  time,  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  heads  of  the 
other  influential  branch  of  the  legal  profession,  in  favour  of  the 
improvement,  and  would  observe,  that  the  Solicitors  and  Attor¬ 
neys  are  even  more  interested  in  achieving  it  than  Barristers; 
inasmuch,  as  their  duties  require  almost  constant  attendance  ia 
the  Registry  and  other  Offices  attached  to  the  Courts. 
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“  The  Society  of  the  Attorneys  and  Solicitors  of  Ireland. 

“  Solicitors’  Buildings,  Four  Courts, 
“  29th  day  of  April,  1852. 

“Gentlemen — I  am  directed  by  the  Committee  of  this 
Society,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday, 
which  was  submitted  to  them,  together  with  the  printed  docu¬ 
ments  which  accompanied  it;  and  with  reference  to  the  subject 
to  which  they  relate,  I  have  been  instructed  to  transmit  to  you  a 
copy  of  a  resolution  which  was  unanimously  adopted  at  their 
meeting. 

“  I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

“Edward  Iles,  Secretary. 

“  To  the  Rev.  Charles  S.  Stanford,  M.A., 

“  and  John  Curry,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.” 

(ENCLOSED.) 

“Committee  Room,  Solicitors’  Buildings,  Four  Courts, 
“  28th  April,  1852. 

“  Copy  Resolution,  passed  at  a  Meeting  of  the  Committee  of 
this  Society,  held  this  day — William  Goddard,  Esq.,  President  of 
the  said  Society,  in  the  Chair : — 

“  RESOLVED — That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  the 
opening  of  the  proposed  new  line  of  street  from  the  Terminus  of 
the  Midland  Great  Western  Railway  and  the  King’s  Inns,  to  Rich¬ 
mond  Bridge  and  the  Four  Courts,  would  be  a  great  improvement 
to  the  city,  a  benefit  to  the  very  poor  and  crowded  locality  through 
which  it  would  pass,  as  well  as  a  vast  accommodation  to  the  legal 
profession  and  the  public  generally ;  and  that  we  approve  of  the 
efforts  now  making  for  having  this  long-desired  object  carried  into 
effect,  and  wish  the  undertaking  every  success. 

“  William  Goddard,  Chairman. 

“  Edward  Iles,  Secretary.” 

The  Right  Honorable  Frederick  Shaw,  Recorder  of  Dublin, 
whose  Court  is  in  this  vicinity,  in  a  letter  dated  May  18th,  1852, 
says — 

“  That  individually  he  approves  of  the  project 
for  promoting  the  formation  of  the  New  Street,  from  the  King’s 
Inns  to  the  Four  Courts,  and  that  he  will  be  happy  to  mention 
his  views  to  such  members  of  the  Town  Council  as  he  may  have 
the  opportunity  of  meeting.” 
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As  troops  were,  and  still  are,  quartered  in  tlie  western  wing 
of  the  Linen  Hall,  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  consult  the  wishes 
of  the  military  authorities  on  the  subject;  and  accordingly,  after 
a  letter  was  addressed  to  the  heads  of  the  department,  a  deputa¬ 
tion  attended  at  the  “  Ordnance  Office,”  in  the  Lower  Castle- 
yard,  on  the  12tli  April,  and  were  favoured  with  an  interview 
by  Capt.  Hamilton,  before  whom  the  matter  was  fully  laid,  and, 
agreeably  to  his  wishes,  the  plan  &c.  of  the  projected  improve¬ 
ment  was  forwarded  for  his  assistance  in  drawing  up  his  report 
thereon — but  Capt.  Hamilton  stated,  “  that  the  regulations  under 
which  Engineer  officers  act,  prohibit  their  giving  copies  of  their 
reports  on  matters  of  an  official  character.”  It  is  believed,  how¬ 
ever,  that  this  gentleman  s  report  was  favourable  to  the  formation 
of  the  New  Street. 

From  “  The  Daily  Express ,”  April  22,  1853. 

The  following  resolution  was  unanimously  agreed  to  at  the 
Meeting  of  the  “  Quarter  Sessions  Grand  Jury”  on  yesterday — 

“  Sessions  House,  Green-street, 
u  April  21st,  1852. 

“  We,  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Quarter  Sessions 
Grand  Jury,  assembled  at  the  Sessions  House,  Green-street,  having 
heard  the  statement  submitted  to  us  by  a  deputation  from  the 
Committee  for  promoting  the  opening  of  a  New  and  Wide  line 
of  Street,  from  the  Terminus  of  the  Midland  Great  Western 
Railway,  and  the  King’s  Inns  and  Linen  Hall  Barracks,  to  Rich¬ 
mond  Bridge  and  the  Four  Courts,  view  with  satisfaction  the 
effort  now  being  made  to  effect  this  improvement,  inasmuch  as 
being  through  the  most  densely  inhabited  parish  in  the  city.  Its 
formation  will  be  likely  to  prove  most  beneficial  in  a  social  and 
sanitary  point  of  view  to  the  poor  inhabitants  of  the  district, 
and  the  health  of  the  citizens  of  the  metropolis  in  general. 

“We  are  also  of  opinion,  that  the  opening  of  a  convenient 
and  spacious  thoroughfare,  would  prove  a  great  benefit  to  those 
persons  whose  business  compels  their  attendance  at  the  Four 
Courts,  the  Recorder’s,  Lord  Mayor’s,  Prerogative,  Consistorial, 

,  and  Incumbered  Estates  Courts,  and  the  various  public  Law 
Offices  situate  at  the  termini  of  the  proposed  street. 

u  We  think  that  in  a  commercial  point  of  view,  such  an  im¬ 
provement  is  most  desirable,  as  affording  a  convenient  access  to 
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tlie  railway,  the  various  wholesale  markets,  and  the  numerous 
public  institutions,  contiguous  to  the  proposed  street:  but,  though 
fully  conscious  of  its  great  value,  wTe  are  of  opinion  that  the  im¬ 
provement  should  not  be  effected  at  the  expense  of  the  already 
overtaxed  citizens  of  Dublin. 

“  For  self  and  fellow-jurors, 

“William  Parker,  Foreman.'5 

On  the  14th  April,  1852,  the  Committee  had  the  honor  of  an 
interview  with  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland  (Rt.  Hon.  Francis 
Blackburne).  After  the  Committee  had  very  fully  stated  the 
details  of  the  measure  and  the  steps  which  had  been  taken  to  for¬ 
ward  it,  His  Lordship  said,  “  that  the  opening  of  the  New  Street 
had  long  been  an  object  of  his  attention  and  wishes,  and  had  his 
warmest  approbation,  and  that  he  would  press  on  the  Benchers 
the  necessity  of  co-operating  with  the  Committee ;  that  he  would 
willingly  exert  any  influence  he  possessed  to  further  it ;  that  there 
could  not  be  the  smallest  doubt  that  the  improvement  was  most 
necessary  and  would  be  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  the  north  side  of 
the  city.  He  stated  that  he  had  occasion  very  recently  to  examine 
into  the  4  Suitors’  Fund,’  but  from  that  source  the  Committee  could 
expect  no  aid,  as,  in  about  four  years,  the  fund  would  be  exhausted.” 
His  Lordship  stated  “  that  he  thought  the  citizens  had  good  reason 
to  expect  that  the  Government  would  advance  some  money  out 
of  the  revenues  of  the  Commissioners  of  Woods  and  Forests,”  and 
gave  the  Committee  great  hopes  of  the  probable  success  of  their 
endeavours.  The  Committee,  on  the  same  day,  waited  on  John 
Ennis,  Esq.,  J.P.,  the  Chairman  of  the  Directors  of  the  Midland 
Great  Western  Railway,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  feelings  of  that 
body  in  reference  to  the  project,  but  that  gentleman,  though  he 
expressed  his  complete  approbation  of  the  project,  declined  to  do  so 
in  his  official  capacity.  An  official  letter,  however,  having  been 
addressed  to  the  Board  of  Directors  requesting  their  aid,  James 
Perry,  Esq.,  J.P.,  George  Studdert,  Esq.,  J.P.,  and  —  Richardson, 
Esq.,  were  appointed  by  the  Directors  to  co-operate  with  the 
Committee.  The  following  extract  from  “  The  Warden  of  Galway ” 
newspaper,  March  24,  1853,  shows  the  feeling  with  which  persons 
through  the  country  regard  the  present  awkward  approach  to  the 
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Railway  Terminus : — “Any  person  visiting  Dublin,  is  at  once,  struck 
by  the  want  of  convenient  approach  to  the  city  from  the  Terminus. 
We  are  indeed  astonished  that  this  subject  has  not  long  since  en¬ 
gaged  the  serious  attention  of  the  Directors  of  the  Railway.”  There 
can  be  no  second  opinion  of  the  signal  advantage  in  every  way 
likely  to  accrue  to  the  Railway  Company  from  the  New  Street,  by 
the  removal  of  the  pile  of  miserable  dwellings  on  Constitution-hill, 
and  Prebend-street,  fronting  the  handsome  ground  of  the  King’s 
Inns,  and  reaching  from  the  corner  of  Church-street  to  the  Broad 
Stone,  which  disgrace  and  mar  the  splendid  public  buildings  in 
their  neighbourhood.  Free  approach  would  open  up,  in  its  best 
point  of  view,  one  of  the  handsomest  Railway  Termini  in  the 
kingdom,  of  the  elegant  proportions  of  which  no  adequate  idea 
can  now  be  formed  in  consequence  of  the  crooked  and  inconve¬ 
nient  approach  through  Dominick-street.  The  street  would  also 
facilitate  the  traffic  with  the  southern  and  western  divisions  of  the 
town.  The  Railway  Company  is  the  owner  of  the  blocks  of  houses, 
and  could  effect  the  completion  of  this  portion  of  the  New  Street 
at  a  cost  which  should  count  as  nothing  in  comparison  of  the 
benefits  afforded,  the  Poor-law  valuation  of  the  entire  being  but 
£418  10s.  0d.*  The  improvement  would  also  afford  an  accessible 
approach  to  the  stores  and  docks,  and  afford  eligible  building  sites. 

The  Committee  received  from  another  trading  interest  the 
following : — 

“  To  the  Right  Hon .  the  Lord  Mayor ,  Aldermen ,  and  Town 
Council  of  the  City  of  Dublin . 

“We,  the  undersigned  victuallers  and  poulterers  of  Ormond 
Market,  having  learned  that  the  formation  of  a  new  and  wide 
street  from  Richmond  Bridge  to  the  Midland  Great  Western  Rail¬ 
way  Terminus,  which  has  been  so  long  contemplated,  is  at  length 
about  to  be  effected,  hereby  declare  that  the  said  new  street  has 
our  warmest  sanction. 

“We  consider  an  open  thoroughfare  through  that  district  of 
the  greatest  possible  importance  to  our  trade  and  interest,  as 

*  There  are  38  houses  in  all,  viz. — 2  in  Shaw’s-lane,  £25 ;  23  on  Constitu¬ 
tion-hill,  £293  ;  4  in  Prebend-street,  £22  ;  3  in  Nugent’s-lane,  £37  10s.,  and  6 
in  Thomas’-lane,  £36.  Total,  £418  10s.  Of  these  no  fewer  than  22  are  set  in 
tenements,  and  two  only  are  valued  as  high  as  £23. 
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thereby  a  free  access  to  and  from  Smitlifield  and  other  markets 
will  be  afforded  ns. 

“Andrew  Crenan,  William  Meade,  W.  Ledwidge,  Patrick 
Begg,  Edward  Flynn,  James  Carroll,  William  Foley, 
Patrick  Conell,  M.  Hogg,  Gregory  Ledwidge,  M.  Begg,- 
James  Connell,  Patrick  Carroll,  Mary  Begg.” 

The  Committee  also  submitted  the  project,  in  the  month  of 
April,  to  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Naas,  M.P.,  then  Chief  Secre¬ 
tary,  who  said,  “that  there  ^  could  not  be  a  doubt  of  the  value 
and  propriety  of  the  improvement;”  and  also  to  the  Right  Hon. 
John  Wynne,  Under  Secretary,  who ®spoke  in  similar  terms  of 
it,  and  to  both  of  these  personages  the  documents,  &c.,  were  at 
their  express  desire,  forwarded.  Lieutenant-General  Sir  Edward 
Blakeney,  K.C.B.,  Commanding  the  Forces  in  Ireland,  inti¬ 
mated  to  a  deputation,  to  whom  he  accorded  an  interview,  that 
the  improvement  was  one  most  important  in  a  military  point  of 
view,  and  most  valuable  to  the  troops  as  likely  to  promote  the 
health  of  those  stationed  in  the  Linen-LIall  Barracks  ;  that 
such  a  line  of  street  had  long  been  desired  by  him,  and  he  was 
pleased  to  promise  his  interest  with  the  Government  in  its  behalf. 
From  the  Commissioners  of  the  Dublin  Metropolitan  Police  the 
Committee  also  received  a  favourable  opinion  after  the  project 
had  been  explained  to  them,  and  the  subjoined  report  of  one  of 
the  officers  of  that  force,  conversant  with  the  district,  fully  justi¬ 
fied  the  Commissioners  in  forming  that  opinion : — 

“  Superintendent’s  Office,  D  Division. 

“  In  submitting  the  annexed  statistical  criminal  return  from 
the  parish  of  St.  Michan  for  the  information  of  the  Commis¬ 
sioners,  I  beg  to  state  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  new  street  con¬ 
templated  by  the  Committee,  if  completed,  will  have  a  most 
salutary  effect,  not  only  upon  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
densely  populated  locality  through  which  it  is  proposed  to  pass, 
but  upon  household  property  in  general,  particularly  in  this 
parish,  where  it  has  for  some  time  deteriorated  to  an  enormous 
extent.  “  (Signed)  E.  DuNDON,  Inspector,  D  Div. 

“  Forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stanford. 

“  Metropolitan  Police  Office,  Dublin  Castle, 

“May  1,  1852. 

“  (Signed)  By  Order,  Richard  M.  ArdAGII,  Secretary  " 


Superintendent's  Office,  D  Division  Metropolitan  Police, 

April  the  30th,  1852. 
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The  next  letter  further  confirms  the  truth  of  our  assertion  that 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  would  be 
materially  improved  by  the  New  Street. 

“  Richmond  Hospital,  May  1, 1852. 

“  Sir — The  physicians  and  surgeons  of  the  Hardwicke,  Rich¬ 
mond,  and  Whitworth  Hospitals,  have  requested  me  to  express 
their  united  opinions,  that  the  opening  of  a  new  street  in  the 
direction  named  in  your  letter,  ‘  from  the  Midland  Great  Western 
Railway  and  King’s  Inns  to  Richmond  Bridge  and  the  Four 
Courts,’  must  effect  great  sanitary  improvements  in  the  condition 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  poor  and  crowded  districts  through  which 
it  is  to  pass. 

“  I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

“  John  Hamilton. 

“  To  the  Rev.  Charles  S.  Stanford, 

Committee  Rooms,  10,  Mountrath-st.” 

As  connected  with  sanitary  reform  it  has  been  suggested,  that 
the  formation  of  the  New  Street  would  form  an  admirable  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  the  efficient  drainage  and  flushing  of  the  sewers  of  the 
entire  district,  the  Royal  Canal  being  at  its  upper  end,  and  the 
River  Bradogue  flowing  directly  from  the  Broadstone,  with  a 
gentle  slope  to  the  River  Liffey.  In  fact  the  Town  Council  might 
make  it  a  model  district,  as  far  as  drainage,  sewerage,  and  water- 
supply  are  concerned.* 

The  Committee,  having  thus  collected  an  immense  body  of 
evidence  in  favor  of  the  improvement,  having  secured,  without  a 
single  exception,  the  approbation  of  every  person  consulted,  had 
a  conference  with  Edward  Hudson,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Aldermen, 
as  to  the  propriety  of  laying  the  matter  before  the  Town  Council. 
That  gentleman  cheerfully  undertook  the  duty  of  doing  so ;  and, 
after  a  laborious  investigation,  he,  on  the  1st  July,  1852,  in  a 
comprehensive  speech  of  great  ability,  brought  forward  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  the  New  Street,  in  its  entirety,  in  the  Town  Council.  We 
regret  that  our  limited  space  prevents  us  giving  more  than  short 

*  For  the  proposed  Model  Lodging-houses  no  better  site  could  be  found  than 
in  a  district  so  densely  crowded  and  so  poor. 
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extracts  from  this  admirable  address,  but  in  moving  the  following 
resolution : — 

“  ‘  That  it  would  be  of  great  public  advantage,  and  would  be 
expedient,  to  open  a  New  Street  leading  from  Richmond  Bridge 
(Four  Courts)  to  the  terminus  of  the  Great  Western  Railway,  if 
such  can  be  effected  without  an  increased  tax  on  the  citizens ; 
and  that  it  be  referred  to  Committee  No.  1  of  this  Corporation, 
to  inquire  into  and  report  upon  the  probable  expense  of  effecting 
such  improvement,  and  the  fund  from  which  same  could  be  de¬ 
frayed  ;  and  that  the  Committee  be  at  liberty  to  co-operate  with 
the  directors  of  such  public  institutions,  and  with  such  other  per¬ 
sons  as  may  be  desirous  to  promote  this  improvement.’”  He 
said — “  His  Lordship  was  aware  that  their  hospitals,  law  offices, 
and  many  of  its  most  important  public  institutions,  were  situated 
on  the  north-western  boundary  of  the  city,  and  the  want  of  a  con¬ 
venient  approach  connecting  those  institutions  with  the  southern 
district  of  the  city,  had  long  been  a  matter  of  great  inconvenience 
and  public  complaint.  At  present  the  direct  approach  to  them 
from  Inn’s-quay  and  that  locality  wTould  be  through  Bull-lane, 
Mary’s-lane,  and  the  filthy  lanes  and  alleys  which  lay  between 
Capel-street  and  Church-street — a  district  in  which  the  houses 
were  almost  in  ruin,  and  property  almost  valueless,  and  yet  in  no 
other  district  of  the  city  was  the  population  so  dense,  or  sunk  so 
deeply  in  misery  and  wretchedness.  It  was  here,  amidst  these 
alleys,  that  cholera  proved  most  destructive  when  in  Dublin.  This 
district  occupied  a  prominent  place  on  the  fever  map  of  Dublin, 
and  he  believed  from  it  fever  was  never  removed.  It  had  been 
proposed  to  open  the  New  Street  through  the  district  lying  direct 
from  Richmond  Bridge  to  the  terminus  at  the  Great  Western 
Railway,  with  a  two-fold  object.  In  the  first  place,  to  abate  those 
nuisances,  and  remove  the  fever-spots  so  prejudicial  to  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood;  and,  in  the  next  place,  to  afford  a  direct  convenient 
approach  to  the  important  institutions  in  the  north-western  dis¬ 
trict.  This  Avas  no  new  and  indigested  project . 

“Those  were  the  resolutions  adopted  in  1833,  at  a  public  meeting 
of  the  citizens  of  Dublin,  and  he  did  believe  the  substance  and 
purport  of  the  resolutions  were  far  more  applicable  now,  for 
that  district  had  sunk  still  more  deeply  in  wretchedness,  and 
poverty,  and  misery;  and  if  the  Officers  of  Health  in  1833  found 
it  impossible  to  enforce  cleanliness  in  those  localities,  he  for  one 
could  testify,  and  he  believed  there  was  not  one  of  Committee 
No.  1  who  cculd  not  do  the  same,  that  their  Inspector  of  Nuisances, 
with  the  whole  police  force,  and  a  more  stringent  law,  found  it 
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equally  impossible  to  make  the  inhabitants  comply  with  the  sani¬ 
tary  regulations . When  the  promoters  of  the  measure 

had  thus  obtained  an  Act,  they  naturally  thought  that  their  efforts 
on  behalf  of  the  public  were  brought  to  a  successful  issue ;  but  the 
Commissioners  of  Wide  Streets,  believing  the  improvement  of  a 
fashionable  thoroughfare  was  a  matter  of  more  important  conside- 
ation  than  the  abatement  of  a  great  public  nuisance,  proceeded 
with  the  other  improvements  in  the  Bill,  and  postponed  the  making 
of  a  new  street.  ....  But  the  advocates  of  the  measure 
now  finding  the  power  for  improving  the  streets  of  Dublin  had 
been  conferred  on  the  Corporation,  had  thought  it  right  to  bring 
the  merits  of  it  before  the  Council.  The  opening  of  this  New 
Street  would  afford  a  direct  approach  to  the  following  public 
buildings: — the  Midland  Great  Western  Railway  Terminus,  the 
Linen  Hall,  and  the  Barracks  (Infantry),  the  North  Dublin  Union, 
the  Richmond  Lunatic  Asylum,  Whitworth  Chronic  Hospital,  the 
Hardwick  Fever  Hospital,  the  Talbot  Dispensary,  the  Richmond 
Surgical  Hospital,  the  Four  Courts,  (superior  Law  and  Equity 
Courts),  Incumbered  Estates  Courts,  Law  Library,  Offices  for  the 
Registration  of  Deeds  and  Wills,  &c.,  &c.,  the  King’s  Inns,  Re¬ 
corder’s  and  Lord  Mayor’s  Courts  (Halston-street),  Newgate  Prison, 
Smithfield  Convict  Depot,  House  of  Industry,  Grangegorman  Pe¬ 
nitentiary,  Grangegorman  Lunatic  Asylum,  Anne-street  Roman 
Catholic  Chapel,  St.  Michan’s  Parish  Church,  Church-street  Friary 
and  Chapel ;  Potato  Market  (Halston-street)  ;  Egg  Market,  Mary’s- 
lane ;  Fruit  Market,  Little  Britain-street ;  Smithfield  Hay  and  Straw 
Markets;  Smithfield  Cattle  Markets;  Vegetable  Market,  Mary ’s- 
lane ;  Butter  Market,  ditto ;  Ormond  Meat  Market,  Dawson  Fish 
Market.  He  thought  there  could  no  dispute  that  the  street  would 
afford  a  great  convenience  to  the  public ;  but  he  contended  the 
question  rested  on  far  higher  grounds  than  public  convenience ; 
for  he  did  say,  if  the  public  voice  in  1833  demanded  the  abate¬ 
ment  and  removal  of  that  great  fever  site,  there  existed  by  far 
a  greater  necessity  for  it  now.  He  believed  that  portion  of  St. 
Michan’s  parish  was  without  a  parallel  for  the  density  of  its  popu¬ 
lation,  and  the  misery  and  wretchedness  of  the  people.  He  held  a 
return  from  the  Census  Commissioners  of  1851,  from  which  it 
appeared  there  were  about  1,300  houses  with  a  population  of  nearly 
27,000,  which  gave  an  average  of  twenty-two  persons  to  each  house.* 


*  This  seems  to  have  been  a  rough  calculation.  The  following  particulars 
are  extracted  from  the  Census  Commissioners’  Return.  The  Area  of  St  Michan’s 
Parish  is  122a.  2r.  6p.  Population  in  1841,  22,793,  living  in  1,514  Houses. 
Population  in  1851,  23,393;  in  1,582  houses  ;  while  it  is  but  the  9th  in  extent ,  of 
all  the  23  Metropolitan  parishes  and  7th  in  respect  of  house  accommodationt  it 
stands  4th  in  order  in  the  number  of  its  inhabitants . 
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They  had  heard  of  the  4  wretchedness  of  St.  Giles’,  London.  It 
contained  4,959  houses,  with  a  population  of  54,292,  which  only 
gave  an  average  of  ten  persons  to  each  house.  So  that  the  horrors 
of  St.  Giles’  had  been  outdone  by  the  misery  and  wretchedness  of 
St.  Michan’s.  Even  the  average  of  twenty-two  persons  gave  but 
a  slight  idea  of  the  case ;  for  that  portion  of  the  city  was  chiefly 
a  mass  of  ruins,  in  the  hands  of  house-jobbers,  whose  only  interest 
was  the  number  of  persons  they  could  cram  into  those  wretched 
dwellings,  at  a  halfpenny  a  head.  He  would  not  outrage  public 
decency  by  repeating  the  evidence  which  was  laid  before  the 
Sanitary  department  of  the  Corporation  in  reference  to  these 
localities.  It  was  sufficient  for  his  purposes  to  state  that,  in 
a  large  portion  of  it,  from  thirty  to  sixty  persons,  men,  women, 
and  children,  lie  indiscriminately  together  in  every  room  in  those 
houses.  They  lie  on  filthy  straw,  without  conveniences,  without 
ventilation,  and  amidst  horrors  and  abominations  it  would  be  im¬ 
possible  to  describe.  Surely  such  were  dreadful  facts,  which  ap¬ 
peared  to  him  a  disgrace  and  reproach  to  civilization ;  and  surely 
disease,  crime,  and  fever  must  naturally  flow  from  such  a  state  of 
degradation ;  and  the  Council  might  form  some  idea  of  the  extent  of 
disease  created  in  that  district,  when  he  stated  it  appeared  by  a  ceiti- 
ficate  he  had  from  Dr.  McDonnell,  who  attended  the  Talbot  Hospital, 
that  the  number  of  patients,  during  the  year  1851,  amounted  to  the 
enormous  number  of  19,254,  No  less  than  three  Roman  Catholic 
and  two  Protestant  clergymen  were  carried  away  by  fever  in  the 

discharge  of  their  sacred  duties . As  an  evidence 

of  the  crime  which  must  follow  this  abandonment  of  every  senti¬ 
ment  of  delicacy,  he  had  been  furnished  with  the  following  police 
return,*  by  which  it  appeared  that  no  less  than  4,836  convictions 
had  been  made,  within  one  year,  of  persons  resident  in  that  district, 
and  comprising,  he  believed,  every  crime  on  the  calendar.  But 
even  this  return  represented  but  a  fraction  of  the  amount  of  disease 
and  crime  existing  there,  and  it  would  be  a  matter  of  speculation 
to  estimate  the  expense  and  misery  which  that  district  inflicted 
upon  the  industrious  classes  by  the  creation  and  extension  of 
fever.  Surely  the  abatement  of  such  an  evil  was  a  more  impor¬ 
tant  consideration  than  the  expenditure  of  thousands  in  advancing 
a  square,  or  rendering  some  fashionable  thoroughfare  a  few  feet 
wider  for  the  more  convenient  passage  of  a  wealthy  citizen’s  car¬ 
riage  (loud  cries  of  hear,  hear) ;  but  when,  in  addition  to  the 
abatement  of  such  evils,  this  improvement  purposed  to  promote 
the  public  convenience,  and  to  afford  a  convenient  approach  to 
some  of  the  most  important  public  offices  in  the  city,  it  demanded 


*  Vide  ante  page  41. 
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an  amount  of  support  from  that  Corporation  paramount  by  far  to 
any  contemplated  improvement ;  for  it  not  only  proposed  to  ob¬ 
viate  an  existing  evil,  but  to  erect  in  its  place  a  New  Street,  which 
would  improve  the  city  and  check  the  decay  of  the  surrounding 
neighbourhood  (hear,  hear) ;  and  although  that  measure  did  not 
require  any  external  advocacy,  yet  as  its  promoters  had  consider¬ 
ed  it  prudent  to  procure  the  opinions  of  other  public  bodies,  and 

thus  to  strengthen  its  claims  upon  the  council . 

After  reading  that  mass  of  evidence  the  advantages  of  this  im¬ 
provement  would  be  admitted,  but  in  effecting  it  it  would  be 
necessary  to  remove  at  least  136  houses,  which  would  afford 
ground  sufficient  for  a  fine  thoroughfare  of  sixty  feet  wide  and 
120  feet  depth.  These  houses  are,  however,  comparatively  value¬ 
less,  being  in  the  aggregate  only  valued  under  the  poor-law  at 
£1,500,  which  would  give  an  average  of  £11  per  house.  Many 
of  these  houses  would  not  produce  more  than  six  years’  purchase, 
and  few  more  than  eight  or  ten ;  and  as  an  index  to  their  worth, 
he  might  state  that  twenty-two  houses  in  Mary’s-lane  had  been 
sold  the  day  previously,  as  the  papers  stated,  under  the  Incum¬ 
bered  Estates  Court  for  four  and  three-fourth  years’  purchase,  and 
yet  that  was  the  most  aristocratic  street  in  the  district  (laughter) ; 
however,  estimating  the  purchase  of  all  the  premises  at  thirteen 
years’  purchase,  the  purchase- money  would  then  amount  to 
£19,000,  which,  with  the  purchase  of  ground  rents  and  other 
contingencies,  would,  in  the  gross,  amount,  as  he  (Alderman  H.) 
had  been  informed,  to  between  £25,000  and  £30,000,  the  inter¬ 
est  of  which  would  amount,  at  three  and  a-half  per  cent,  to  £875 
(hear,  hear.)  This  New  Street  would  possess  a  frontage  of  5,200 
feet,  and  as  it  would  evidently  become  a  great  thoroughfare,  that 
frontage  had,  in  1837,  been  valued  at  £1  per  foot — an  estimate 
which  might  not  even  now  be  very  extravagant,  as  this  street 
would  become  the  direct  route  between  the  Southern  and  Western 
Railways.  Mr.  Neville,  the  borough  engineer  appeared  to  con¬ 
ceive  10s.  per  foot  to  be  its  present  value;  however,  he  had  been 
furnished  with  an  estimate  at  different  rates,  from  which  it  would 
appear  that  this  frontage  would  be  more  than  sufficient  to  dis¬ 
charge  the  expenses  of  the  proposed  improvement.  For  5,200 
feet  of  frontage,  if  set  at  the  rate  of  15s.  per  foot,  would  produce 
£3,900  a-year  ;  which,  if  sold  at  twenty  years’  purchase,  would 
reach  £78,000;  and  5,200  feet,  if  let  at  10s.  per  foot,  would 
produce  £2,600  a-year;  which,  if  sold  at  twenty  years’  purchase, 
would  yield  £52,000,  a  sum  much  more  than  sufficient  to  repay 
the  original  expenditure,  and  leaving  a  margin  in  favour  of  the 
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public*  (hear,  hear.)  With  respect  to  the  fund  for  effecting  this 
improvement,  he  (Alderman  H.)  thought  that  the  Council,  armed 
with  such  a  case  as  he  had  laid  before  them,  and  strengthened 
with  the  approbation  of  the  most  influential  bodies  within  the  city, 
might,  with  propriety,  approach  the  Government  and  seek  its  aid 
and  co-operation  (cheers.)  Ireland  had  long  contributed  liberally 
to  the  revenue  of  Woods  and  Forests  (hear,  hear.)  He  (Aider- 
man  H.)  found  that  in  1844,  Ireland  had  paid  £66,374;  in  1845, 
£66,955;  in  1846,  £55,781;  in  1847,  £82,814;  in  1848, 
£59,723;  in  1849,  £61,531.  So  that  Ireland  had  paid  even  in 
six  years  to  that  revenue,  the  sum  of  £393,178  (hear,  hear.)  Out 
of  that  sum  England  had  been  dealt  with  liberally,  and  London 
munificently ;  but  as  yet,  Dublin  had  not  become  a  partaker  of 
that  fund  towards  which  this  country  had  contributed  so  liberally 
(hear,  hear.)  When  hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds  had  been 
expended  in  the  adornment  of  London,  surely  Dublin  had  a  just 
right  to  expect  even  now  some  consideration ;  and  lie  (Alderman 
H.)  knew  of  no  manner  in  which  the  Government  could  more 
legitimately  manifest  its  disposition  to  promote  the  interests  of 
this  city,  than  by  a  grant  even  of  that  amount  (cheers.)  But 
should  the  Government  be  so  ill  advised  as  not  to  comply  with  the 
request  of  that  Council,  fortified  as  it  was  with  the  approval  of 
the  public,  he  still  felt  assured  that  the  Government  would  ad¬ 
vance  the  necessary  amount  upon  the  most  liberal  terms,  and  that 
such  arrangements  could  be  made  as  would  enable  the  Council, 
without  any  ultimate  charge  upon  the  citizens,  to  effect  that  im¬ 
portant  improvement  which  the  public  health  and  the  public  con¬ 
venience  alike  demanded. 

“  Alderman  Guinness  seconded  the  motion. 

“  Mr.  Fry  said,  that  the  only  objection  he  had  to  the  resolu¬ 
tion  was,dhat  it  did  not  go  far  enough.  If  the  Council  were  to 
make  exertion  to  get  a  large  portion  of  the  money  taken  from 
Ireland  for  the  Woods  and  Forests,  he  thought  they  would  succead. 
He  never  yet  spoke  to  an  English  friend  on  that  subject,  who  did 
not  consider  it  a  grievance  of  which  they  had  reason  to  complain. 

“  The  resolution  was  then  put  and  carried  unanimously.” 

Towards  the  close  of  July,  1852,  the  promoters  of  the  Street, 
in  a  conference  with  Committee  No.  1,  of  the  Town  Council,  brought 

*  Perhaps,  it  would  be  well  to  take  a  lower  estimate.  5*200  feet,  if  let  at 
7s.  6d.  per  foot,  would  produce  £1,950  per  annum  ;  and  at  5s.,  would  yield  <£1,300. 
But  the  improvement  even ,  if  it  never  returned  a  shilling  for  the  outlay  should  be 
made ,  when  humanity  and  p  ublic  convenience  require  it. 
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forward  some  additional  information  respecting  it ;  and  D.  H. 
Sherrard,  Esq.,  the  Surveyor  of  Wide  Streets  to  the  Corporation, 
made  an  estimate,  in  gross,  of  the  necessary  expenses,  amounting  to 
between  £60,000  and  £65,000.  This  estimate  was  made  without 
giving  credit  for  the  ground  rents,  which  would  produce  a  consi¬ 
derable  sum.  However,  since,  we  understand,  the  estimate  has 
been  considerably  reduced. 

The  task  of  the  promoters  was  now  nearly  concluded,  but  the 
question  continued  to  occupy  much  public  attention. 

In  the  columns  of  “  The  Daily  Express ”  of  October  19,  1852, 
a  voluminous  report  is  given  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Town 
Council  on  the  preceding  day,  when  William  H.  Pirn,  Esq.,  T.C., 
moved  the  following  important  resolution  in  an  able  “  speech 
remarkable  for  its  industry  and  research.” 

“  Having  reference  to  the  city  improvements  which  have  been 
at  various  times  brought  before  this  Council  by  memorials  from 
rate-payers  and  otherwise,  and  the  resources  of  the  Corporation 
being  quite  insufficient  to  enable  the  Council  to  undertake  any  of 
them,  and  considering  the  subject  of  great  importance,  not  merely 
to  the  appearance  but  also  to  the  trade  and  prosperity  of  the  city, 
the  convenience  of  the  inhabitants,  and  in  a  sanitary  point  of 
view :  ” 

“  4  RESOLVED — That  same  be  referred  to  Committee  No.  1,  with 
instructions  to  prepare  and  submit  for  the  approval  of  the  Council 
a  draft  of  a  memorial  to  Iris  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  praying  for  assistance  in  promoting  such  works  in  this 
metropolis,  out  of  the  funds  administered  by  the  Commissioners  of 
Woods,  Forests,  Land  Revenues,  Works,  and  Buildings,  so  as  to 
enable  this  Corporation,  under  such  regulations  as  may  be  con¬ 
sidered  expedient  (in  order  to  insure  the  most  judicious  expen 
diture,)  to  carry  into  effect  such  projected  improvements  as,  after 
full  and  careful  consideration,  may  appear  desirable,’  &c.,  &c.,  and 
in  doing  so  he  said: — The  subject  had  been  more  immediately 
brought  under  notice  in  consequence  of  the  resolution  respecting 
the  opening  of  a  New  Street  from  the  Midland  Great  Western  Rail¬ 
way  down  to  Richmond  Bridge,  which  was  so  fully  entered  into 
six  months  since  by  Alderman  Hudson.  Committee  No.  1,  to 
whom  this  matter  was  referred,  reported  that  there  were  no  re¬ 
sources  of  the  Corporation  available  for  such  works.  The  Com¬ 
mittee  had  it  for  some  time  before  them,  and,  having  consulted 
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two  or  three  gentlemen  who  were  interested  in  the  promotion  of 
the  undertaking,  they  suggested  that  the  proper  source  to  look  to 
for  its  execution  would  be  the  4  Woods  and  Forests’ money,  and 
further  suggested  that  the  Committee  should  recommend  the  Cor¬ 
poration  to  address  the  Government  for  funds  to  be  drawn  from 
that  source.  The  Committee  did  not  hesitate  to  agree  with  the 

gentlemen . With  such  applications  before  them,  the 

Committee  thought,  and  he  believed  the  Corporation  would  concur 
with  them,  that  they  should  go  forward,  and  apply  to  Government 
for  one  particular  project,  the  opening  of  the  proposed  New  Street, 
clearly  as  they  saw  the  necessity  for  having  that  thoroughfare 
made ;  for  they  agreed  in  every  thing  that  the  promotors  urged, 
both  as  regarded  the  means  of  communication  required  for  the 
great  public  establishments,  including  the  judicial  courts  and  the 
railway  (hear,  hear).  The  proposal  had  been  before  the  public 
for  many  years;  it  had  been  the  subject  of  a  public  meeting 
twenty  years  ago,  and  was  recommended  by  the  Marquis  of  Wel¬ 
lesley,  when  Lord  Lieutenant  here,  and  all  times  by  the  chan¬ 
cellors  and  judges.  By  opening  up  one  of  the  worst  districts  of 
the  city  they  would  give  air  and  light  to  a  quarter  much  infested 
with  fever  and  crime.  .  .  .  The  Committee  drew  up  the  report, 
and  considered  that  the  revenues  of  the  4  Woods  and  Forests’  were 
a  fair  and  proper  source  to  look  to  for  that  and  other  improvements. 
In  the  first  place,  the  improvements  were  highly  desirable ; 
secondly,  they  had  no  firnds  to  make  them;  and  thirdly,  the 
‘  Woods  and  Forests’  were  the  proper  quarter  to  look  to  for  making 
them  (hear).  As  to  the  desirableness  of  the  improvements,  he 
thought  he  need  not  spend  much  time  in  proving  it ;  all  that  had 
been  said  in  favour  of  them,  and  especially  in  favour  of  that  par¬ 
ticular  locality  referred  to,  applied  equally  to  improvements  of  the 

same  character  in  other  parts  of  the  city . Fie  could 

not  but  think  that  the  opening  of  a  new  street,  or  the  evening  or 
widening  of  narrow  lanes,  induced  a  greater  communication  of  the 
inhabitants  through  these  localities,  and  must  tend  to  the  im¬ 
provement  of  trade  in  them ;  the  shops  must  get  better,  the  streets 
altogether  must  be  better  kept  in  such  cases,  and  the  effect  was  to 
improve  the  trade  and  prosperity  of  the  city,  and  thus  enhance 
the  valuation  of  property,  proportionably  extend  the  income  of 
the  Corporation,  and  reduce  the  general  taxation,  if  the  improve¬ 
ments  were  carried  out  to  any  great  extent,  while,  as  regarded  the 
sanitary  state  of  the  city,  there  could  be  no  doubt  whatever  that 
the  opening  of  those  streets  would  be  a  very  great  advantage 

(hear,  hear) . They  did  not  want  a  single  farthing 

from  England  more  than  they  were  entitled  to.  They  were  not 
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jealous  of  any  sum  that  might  have  been  spent  in  England.  All 
they  wanted  was  that  Ireland  should  be  dealt  with  in  the  same 
spirit  as  England,  and  if  that  were  done  this  country  should  receive 
£40,000  instead  of  £15,000 ;  or,  making  every  allowance,  they 
might  demand  in  round  numbers  £39,000.  He  certainly  thought 
that  the  principle  should  be  recognised  of  separate  interests.  It 
was  certainly  too  bad  that  they  should,  by  the  present  arrange¬ 
ment,  be  deprived  of  so  large  a  sum  as  £25,000  a-year.  .  . 

Let  them,  for  example,  compare  the  outlay  on  the  parks  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  London,  and  on  examination  they  would  find 
there  was  upwards  of  £760,000  spent  in  beautifying  them,  against 
a  paltry  sum  expended  on  the  Phoenix  Park.  There  were  twelve 
parks  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London,  and  they  receive  £60,000 
a-year.  Well,  they  did  not  envy  the  London  people  their  parks; 
London  required  such  places  of  recreation  for  the  working  popu¬ 
lation,  many  of  whom,  but  for  these  retreats,  would,  in  many 
instances,  have  to  walk  a  dozen  miles  before  they  could  see  a 
single  blade  of  grass.  They  had  lately  made  two  royal  parks, 
which  have  been  paid  for  by  the  ‘Woods  and  Forests;’  and  this 
latter  fact  was  proved  satisfactorily  by  Lord  Seymour,  who  stated 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  in  explanation  of  a  sum  of  money  which 
had  not  been  accounted  for,  that  £116,920  had  been  spent  on 

‘Victoria  Park,’ in  the  preceding  year  (hear,  hear) . 

Mr.  Pirn  here  enumerated  the  various  parks  in  and  around  London 
which  received  money  from  the  ‘Woods  and  Forests,’  and  contend¬ 
ed  that  Dublin  was  entitled  to  a  large  sum  of  money  to  be  ex¬ 
pended  in  improvements.  He  would  refer  to  other  English  improve¬ 
ments,  the  expense  of  which  had  also  been  defrayed  by  the 
‘Woods  and  Forests,’  and  in  doing  so  he  considered  he  made  out  a 
strong  case  for  this  country  (hear,  hear).  In  their  twenty-seventh 
report  to  the  house  it  was  stated  that  the  sum  of  £895,100  had 
been  spent  out  of  the  land  revenues  on  the  county  of  Middlesex. 
This  money  was  expended  in  repairing  streets,  erecting  buildings, 
and  the  formation  of  docks . He  found  one  observa¬ 

tion  from  Sir  Henry  Winston  Barron,  who  complained  of  the  gross 
injustice  of  making  Ireland  contribute  funds  for  the  formation  of 
parks  for  the  special  amusement  of  the  people  of  London. 
Parliament  and  Government  had  seen  the  error  of  their  ways  in 
making  the  funds  altogether  available  for  London  improvements, 
and  the  surplus  was  now  to  be  paid  into  the  Consolidated  Fund, 
which  supported  the  grants  made  for  works  and  buildings.  He 
thought  it*  they  went  forward  for  a  grant  there  ought  to  be 
a  very  liberal  consideration  shown  towards  Ireland,  on  account  of 
the  length  of  time  which  had  elapsed  without  their  having  re- 


ceived  any  share  of  the  money,  a  large  sum  of  which  was  spent 
in  London  over  the  portion  it  was  entitled  to  (hear,  hear.)  He 
found  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  reign,  that  twenty 
Acts  of  Parliament  had  been  passed  for  the  improvement  of  Lon¬ 
don  and  her  palaces.  Lord  Seymour,  who  was  the  Chief  Com¬ 
missioner,  had  stated  in  the  House  in  1850,  that  he  considered 
the  rents  diverted  from  the  Exchequer  for  the  purpose  of  improve¬ 
ments  in  Regent-street  and  the  Strand,  amounted  to  £203,000. 
Mr.  Hume  said  that  during  the  last  seven  years,  a  sum  of 
£1,118,000  had  been  spent  on  palaces  and  parks,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.” 

Mr.  F.  Codd,  J.  P.,  having  warmly  seconded  the  resolution, 
it  was  passed  unanimously. 

These  observations  of  Mr.  Pirn,  need  no  commentary  from  us. 

In  consequence  of  the  foregoing  debate  and  resolution,  on 
Tuesday,  the  15th  March,  1853,  a  Deputation  from  the  Town 
Council,  accompanied  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Mayor  to  the 
Castle,  and  presented  to  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  St.  Germans, 
a  memorial  agreed  to  in  the  Town  Council,  with  the  view  of  ob¬ 
taining  a  grant  in  aid  from  the  “Woods  and  Forests,”  towards  the 
effectuation  of  improvements  in  the  city.  His  Excellency,  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  stated — “  that  the  memorial  struck  him  as  being  a  little 
vague.  ‘ .  .  .  .’  He  thought  it  would  much  facilitate  their 

application ,  too,  if  they  could  point  out  any  particular  improvement 
which  would  be  specially  deserving  of  favourable  consideration .” 

. .  “ He  thought  it  icoulcl  strengthen  their  case 

very  much ,  if  they  pointed  out  any  particular  improvement .” 

Alderman  LIudson  said:  “  many  applications  had  been  made 
to  them  on  this  very  subject,  and  one  of  the  greatest  difficulties 
the  Corporation  had  to  encounter  was,  deciding  which  improve¬ 
ment  was  most  desirable.* 

. “  It  would  be  desirable  to  open  a  New 

Street  from  the  Terminus  of  the  Midland  Great  Western  Railway, 
to  the  Four  Courts.  The  project  had  received  the  highest  testi¬ 
mony  in  its  favour ;  it  had  been  sanctioned  by  the  J udges :  the 
Benchers  of  the  King’s  Inns  passed  a  resolution,  testifying  to  its 
desirableness;  the  Guardians  of  the  Union  and  the  Grand  Jury, 

*  We  think  the  strong  case  we  have  established,  on  irrefragable  evidence, 
in  favour  of  this  New  Street,  completely  relieves  the  Corporation  from  any  diffi¬ 
culty  of  this  nature. 


liad  likewise  expressed  their  approval,  and  the  Sanitary  Board 
testified  to  the  same  effect.  As  regarded  improvement,  the  project 
would  he  exceedingly  necessary.” 

Some  conversation  ensued  relative  to  the  comparative  expen¬ 
diture  out  of  the  revenue  of  the  “  Woods  and  Forests”  in  the  two 
capitals.  His  Excellency  stating — “that  he  found  that  £18,000 
had  been  laid  out  on  the  Phoenix  Park ;  that  a  large  sum  had 
also  been  expended  in  widening  the  bed  of  the  Liffey,  opposite 
the  Koyal  Barracks.  In  addition  to  these,  which  were  the  only 
sums  of  consequence ,  various  others  were,  at  different  periods, 
laid  out.” 

Mr.  Codd  mentioned,  “  that  two  or  three  years  ago  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  investigated  the  matter,  and  found  that 
out  of  £3,100,000  taken  out  of  Ireland  since  the  Union  by  the 
‘Woods  and  Forests,’  only  £272,000  was  expended  in  this 
country.” 

His  Excellency — “  I  cannot  controvert  that  statement,  nor  have 
I  any  means  of  testing  its  accuracy.  .  .  In  the  position  in  which  I 

stand,  I  take  a  very  lively  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  the  city.”  .  .  . 
“I  am  very  willing  to  further  your  claims,  but  I  may  observe, 
that,  within  the  last  few  years,  some  greater  proportion  of  the 
funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  ‘Commissioners  of  Woods  and  Forests,’ 
seems  to  have  been  applied  to  the  improvement  of  Ireland. 

. At  the  same  time,  I  am  not  at  all  disposed  to 

say  that  a  larger  sum  might  not  be  expended  with  propriety.” 

“I  will,  in  the  mean  time,  transmit  your  memorial,  and  recom¬ 
mend  it  to  the  favourable  consideration  of  ‘  the  Woods  and 
Forests,’  but,  I  think,  if  you  were  prepared  to  come  forward  with 
a  definite  specific  proposition,  saying — that  there  were  one  or  more 
great  public  improvements  in  contemplation ,  of  which  you  had  not 
the  means  of  defraying  the  expense ,  and  from  the  circumstances 
stated  in  the  memorial ,  have  not  the  power  to  assess  an  additional 
amount — stating  how  much  you  were  prepared  to  contribute  out 
of  your  own  funds  to  the  cost  of  those  works,  and  calling  on  the 
‘Woods  and  Forests’  for  a  grant  in  aid — I  think  it  would  be  a 
more  probable  means  of  obtaining  the  object  in  view.”  After 
some  further  conversation,  the  Deputation  withdrew.  The  Right 
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Hon.  the  Lord  Mayor  intimated  that  the  Corporation  would 
alter  the  terms  of  the  memorial.  [Vide  an  excellent  report  in  the 
“Freemans  Journal ,”  of  March  16th,  1853.] 

We  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  our  opinion  that,  if  the 
Deputation,  at  that  interview,  had  been  enabled  to  present  to  his 
Excellency  “the  plain,  unvarnished  tale”  herein  contained,  its 
statements  would  have  wrought  in  his  Excellency’s  mind  a  con¬ 
viction  of  the  necessity  for  this  improvement,  and  that  his  Excel¬ 
lency  would  not  have  hesitated  to  recommend  it,  cordially,  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Government. 

The  Committee  having  elicited  such  favorable  opinions  res¬ 
pecting  the  improvement  from  all  competent  authorities,  and 
having  thus  placed  the  subject  in  the  hands  of  the  Town-Council, 
which  exhibited  so  much  willingness  to  forward  it,  henceforth 
merely  watched  the  turns  of  events. 

On  Tuesday,  the  21st  June,  1853,  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord 
Chancellor  of  England  (Lord  Cranworth),  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  the  “  Incumbered  Estates  (Ireland)  Act  Continuation 
Bill,”  mentioned  “  that  one  great  inconvenience  had  been  felt  in 
consequence  of  the  building  where  the  Commissioners  met  being 
situate  about  a  mile  from  the  other  courts  of  law.  He  had  spoken 
to  the  Secretary  for  Ireland  on  the  point,  and  had  expressed  his 
opinion,  in  which  that  right  hon.  gentleman  concurred,  that  the 
inconvenience  was  one  that  ought  to  be  remedied,  and  that  right 
lion,  gentlemen  had  promised  that  it  should  be  remedied.” — 
[“  Dublin  Mercantile  Advertiser ,”  24th  June.] 

The  Committee,  thinking  the  conjuncture  a  favorable  one, 
transmitted  the  following  letter  to  his  Lordship : — 

“  Committee  Rooms, 

“10,  Mountrath-street,  Dublin. 

“  My  Lord — The  Committee  for  the  construction  of  a  ‘  Wide 
Street  from  the  Midland  Great  Western  Railway  and  the  Temple 
to  Richmond  Bridge  and  the  Four  Courts,’  has  had  its  attention 
called  to  a  passage  in  your  Lordship’s  speech,  delivered  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  on  the  occasion  of  your  Lordship  moving  the 
second  reading  of  the  4  Incumbered  Estates  Court  (Ireland)  Bill,’ 
in  whicli  you  alluded  to  the  great  inconvenience  felt  by  the  public, 
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in  consequence  of  the  distance  between  the  ‘  Court  for  the  sale  of 
Incumbered  Estates,’  and  the  4  Four  Courts.’ 

44  As  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  and  on  its  behalf,  I  take 
leave  to  forward  for  your  Lordship’s  perusal  the  Memorial  ad¬ 
dressed  to  the  Right  Hon  the  Benchers  of  the  King’s  Inns,  and 
their  Lordships’  and  Llonors’  approbatory  answer  thereto ;  also  the 
Letter  of  the  Committee  to  the  Law  Society,  and  the  answer 
pledging  the  co-operation  of  a  most  important  body — the 
Attorneys  and  Solicitors  of  the  Superior  Courts — deeply  interested 
in  the  contemplated  improvements,  thus  conveying  to  your  Lord- 
ship  the  opinion  of  the  highest  legal  authorities  in  the  kingdom 
on  the  feasibility  of,  and  necessity  for,  the  projected  improvement. 

The  Committee  deems  it  sufficient,  for  the  present,  to  forward 
to  your  Lordship  the  foregoing  documents,  as  exhibiting  the  views 
of  both  branches  of  the  legal  profession  on  the  proposed  project, 
and  testifying  to  its  value,  but  they  wish  to  state  that  it  has 
received  the  most  cordial  sanction  of  all  the  public  bodies  in  the 
city,  including,  among  many  others,  the  Town  Council,  the  City 
Grand  Jury,  the  Commissioners  of  Police,  the  Governors  and  Phy¬ 
sicians  of  the  several  Hospitals  and  Institutions  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  New  Street,  the  General  Commander-in-Chief,  Sir  Edward 
Blakeney,  the  Right  Hon.  Francis  Blackburne,  &c. 

44  That  the  opening  of  this  New  Street  will  be  the  sole  sufficient 
remedy  for  all  the  inconveniences  arising  from  the  distance  between 
the  various  courts  and  offices  mentioned  in  the  Memorial  to  the 
Benchers  is  apparent.  For  if  the  Government  remove,  at  a  great 
cost,  the  Incumbered  Estates  Court  and  its  offices  to  the  4  Four 
Courts,’  the  same  inconveniences  to  suitors,  solicitors,,  barristers, 
and  others  will  still  exist,  inasmuch  as  the  Consistorial,  Preroga¬ 
tive,  Lord  Mayor’s  and  Recorder’s  Courts,  and  the  numerous  offices 
thereto  attached,  must  remain  in  their  present  position,  and,  above 
all,  the  offices  for  the  Registry  of  Deeds,  Wills,  &c. — wherein  all 
investigations  and  searches  relative  to  the  title  to,  and  incum¬ 
brances  on,  estates,  which  form  the  very  subject  matter  for  adju¬ 
dication  in  the  Court  for  the  Sale  of  Incumbered  Estates  are  carried 
on — cannot  possibly  be  removed. 

“  Consequently  the  transfer  of  the  Court  for  the  Sale  of  Incum¬ 
bered  Estates  will  be  but  a  4  half  measure,’  while  the  opening  of 
the  New  Street  would  bring  all  the  offices,  courts,  &c.,  &c.,  within 
five  minutes’  walk  of  each  other,  the  projected  Street  being  about 
650  yards  long,*  remove  every  difficulty,  and  convenience  all 
classes,  legal,  commercial,  trading,  &c. ;  abate  many  fruitful 

*  That  is,  measuring  from  the  Chancery-lane  Gate  of  the  Four  Courts  to 
the  Gate  leading  to  the  King’s  Inns  ground  at  Constitution-hill. 
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sources  of  disease,  improve  the  value  of  the  surrounding  district, 
and  be  an  ornament  to  the  city. 

“  The  Committee  respectfully  requests  your  Lordships  attention 
to  this  matter,  and  hopes  for  your  Lordship’s  interest  with  her 
Majesty’s  Government  in  favor  of  an  improvement,  which  only 
requires  to  be  known  to  be  appreciated,  and  which  can  be  easily 
accomplished  at  a  comparatively  trifling  cost.* 

“  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  Lord, 

“  your  Lordship’s  most  obedient  servant, 

“  (Signed)  CHARLES  S.  STANFORD,  Clerk, 

Chairman. 

“  To  the  Right  Hon.  the 

Lord  High  Chancellor  of  England.” 

It  is  understood  that  his  Lordship,  feeling  the  importance  of 
its  subject-matter,  transmitted  the  letter  with  the  documents  en¬ 
closed,  to  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  John  Young,  Chief-Secretary,  for 
Ireland,  who,  in  turn,  sent  them  to  the  Town- Council,  as  being  the 
body  properly  constituted  for  carrying  the  plan  into  effect,  and 
the  Town-Council  has  it  at  present  under  consideration,  and,  prin¬ 
cipally,  with  the  view  of  assisting  the  deliberations  of  that  body 
the  Committee  has  had  this  statement  drawn  up. 

The  Committee  has  little  to  add  to  the  foregoing  facts  and 
reasons,  but  to  ask  for  a  strict  and  impartial  examination  into  their 
truth  and  cogency. 

The  Street  is  still  unmade — can  there  exist  any  longer  a  doubt 
of  its  being  necessary? 

Let  our  readers  examine  for  themselves  the  state  of  the  dis¬ 
trict,  and  they  will  see,  with  sorrow,  that  we  have  not  exag¬ 
gerated  the  “  wide-wasting  ills”  with  which  it  abounds — they 
will  find  that  still — 

*  *  *  *  <  ^phe  unwholesome  plain 

Sends  up  its  foulest  fogs  to  meet  the  morn, 

- and  steameth  to  the  sun, 

peopled  with  death.  ’ 

’Tis  an  old  saying — as  trite  as  it  is  true — that  4  cleanliness  is 
nigh  to  godliness.’  Any  attempt  to  elevate  the  moral  tone,  to 

*  The  ‘trading  interests’  to  be  purchased  are  very  few,  not  more  than 
eight  or  nine  being  of  importance. 
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stimulate  industry  or  independence  of  thought  in  men,  while  their 
physical  condition  continues  low  and  squalid,  is  futile.  Moral 
regeneration  must  move  hand-in-hand  with  social  and  physical 
amelioration. 

Our  work  is  not  half  accomplished  if,  while  we  seek  to 
4  cleanse  the  immortal  sewerage’  of  our  large  towns,  we  neglect  to 
improve  the  miserable  houses  of  the  poor,  and  purge  away  the 
foulnesses  with  which  they  are  surrounded. 

Purity  of  thought  and  cleanliness  of  person  and  of  home  are 
intimately  connected:  immorality  and  squalor  are  inseparable. 
44  The  evil  spirits  found  suitable  habitations,  when  they  besought 
to  be  sent  into  the  herd  of  filthy  swine.” 

We  must,  then,  44  seriously  endeavour  to  combine  with  the 
cleansing  of  the  creature,  the  cleansing  of  the  scene  of  its 
existence.” 

Every  one  acquainted  with  London  must  call  to  mind  the 
wondrous  change  for  the  better  effected  by  the  opening  of  new 
streets  through  the  celebrated  district  of  St.  Giles:  social  and 
moral  improvement  came  in  with  purer  air,  freer  ventilation,  and 
the  44  light  of  the  Sun.”  We  have  in  our  good  City  a  district 
v/hich,  if  the  evidence  we  have  herein-before  adduced  be  true,  is 
plunged  in  miseries  similar  to  those  which  formerly  disgraced  St. 
Giles.  44  Like  cases  require  like  remedies.” 

This  improvement  can  no  longer  be  delayed ;  public  opinion 
has,  explicitly,  spoken  its  approbation ;  manifold  public  interests 
require  its  speedy  effectuation. 

The  Cholera  will,  in  all  human  probability,  soon  re-visit  our 
city,  and  amid  the  scenes  we  have  described,  if  they  remain 
unreformed,  again  strike  down  its  victims ;  let  not  the  warnings 
of  1832 — of  1846 — be  unheeded;  great  will  the  responsibilities  of 
our  Metropolitan  authorities  and  of  the  Government,  if  they, 
forewarned  as  they  have  been,  neglect  the  obvious  means  for 
lessening  the  virulence  of,  an,d  disarming  this  dread  epidemic  of 
its  power.  We  leave  the  case  now  in  their  hands. 

We  have  redeemed  our  promise;  we  have  proved  that  the 
formation  of  the  New  Street  44  is  an  improvement  of  the  highest 
value,  and  second  to  none  ever  proposed  for  the  benefit  and  em¬ 
bellishment  of  the  city  of  Dublin.  ’ 


57 


The  promoters  have  laboured  long  and  anxiously  for  its 
achievement,  and  their  highest  reward,  when  their  efforts  shall 
have  been,  under  Providence,  brought  to  a  successful  issue,  will 
be  the  lasting  gratitude  of  their  fellow-citizens. 

[While  the  last  sheet  of  this  ‘  Summary  ’  was  going  through 
the  press,  we  have  been  informed  that,  having  “  in  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  house,”  considered  the  various  improvements  sug¬ 
gested  for  different  parts  of  the  City,  the  Town  Council  agreed  to 
reepmmend  them  all  to  the  Government,  with  the  view  of  obtain¬ 
ing  assistance  to  carry  them  into  effect,  placing  the  project  we 
have  endeavoured  to  advocate,  at  the  head  of  the  list.  Our  state¬ 
ment  is  published  opportunely,  and  cannot  fail  to  establish,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  Her  Majesty’s  Government,  with  whom  the  consum¬ 
mation  of  this  improvement  now  rests,  that  the  public  money 
cannot  be  more  usefully  or  advantageously  expended  than  in  the 
construction  of  “  a  New  and  Wide  Street  from  the  Terminus  of 
the  Midland  Great  Western  Railway  and  the  King’s  Inns,  to  Rich¬ 
mond  Bridge  and  the  Four  Courts.”] 
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